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TLKFIELDS 



FOREWORD 

The pi'esent voliinw — Xo. .'"! of the siii','. : '' ']"iie Aiiiciiriiiis in tin- (^r'.it 
War "■— poe \'oliimr;'. 1 (■■'J'lir Second Bat i It- I'f theMariic'l and :1 (■■Tlic 
Battles of St. Wihicl "") — deals with the Argoiino proper and «ith the Marehe,^ 
of the Ai'gonne, that is to say, the greater part of the country lying helwccn 
the Battlefields of Champagne and Verdun, described in th( .Michclin < Inidc-^ : 
" The Battles of Champairue " and " Verdun." 

The Ai'gomie was never independent, administratively or iiolitieilly. 
It has always been attached to a neighbouring State, large or small. ( )iiginally 
a borderdand between Champagne and Lorraine, it lielongcl formnly to 
the three Bishoprics of Chalons, Rheims, and Verdun. Jjater it became the 
Comte of Argonne, with Sainte-iMenehould as capital, but rcuiained triliutniy 
to the three bi.dioprics. Alter the annexation of Cham]i.au"iv-, tin- King of 
France and the JJukc of Lorraine each took that part of the Aruomie boiih rim; 
on his territory. Later it was divided lietween the I'roviinc of Chamiiagnc, 
the Duchy of Bar and the Duchy of Lorraine. 

With the exception of several lateral valleys M'hich divide it into seu'tions 
difficult of access to one another, the Argonne, co^'crctl with thick for-csts, 
and for long roadless, presented an all but insuperable obstacle to military 
operations. These valleys, or defiles, considered from north to south, arc : 
the passes of Chesne Pojiulenx, Croix-aux-Bois, Grandpr.^ Chalade and Les 
IsKttcs. These live- passes, famous since the campaign of 17!I2. which ended 
in the French \ictory of Vahny, have often been disputed. 
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The Argonne Campaign of 1792 

At the end nf ALi,tiiisl.. 170:2. (ieneral LUiinoiii-k'/.— in fare of tlif rapid 
advance of the I^russians, who were besieging Verdun, and of the Austrians, 
who were dra^Wng near Stenay — was forced to abandon bis proposed offensive 
in Belgium, and continue on the defensive. Divining the intentions of the 
enemy to reach first the Aisne and then Chalons, in order to march on Paris, 
he decided to block the roads from Lorraine into Champagne bv a defence of 
the Argonne. On September 1, he maiciied from Sedan on Grandpre, whence 
on the 3rd he despatched a detachment against 8t. Juvin. With his right 
resting on the Plateau de Marcq, his left on Grandpre, and his artilleiy parked 
at Senuc, he took up his headquarters at the Chateau of Grandpre, the property 
of one of his friends, Semonville. His lieutenant, Dillon, occupied Les Jslettes 
and the course of the Biesme as far as Passavant-en-Argonne, with head- 
(juarters at Grange-aux-Bois. General Kellermann was marching to join 
Duniouriez, and arrived by the Toul-Bar road. At the call of Dumouriez, 
the inhabitants of the districts of Clermont and Bar retired to the forests of 
the Argonne ■with all the provisions and supplies -which they co\dd carry 
^^■ith them. 

On September 7, the Duke of Bruns\vick and the King of Prussia viewed 
the Pass of Les Lslettes and the high ground of the Biesme from the summit 
of Clermont Hill. Judging theii' capture impossible, or too costly, they ]>re- 
ferred to turn the position by forcing one of the three other passes held by 
Dumouriez : Grandpre, Croix-aux-Bois, or Chesne Populeux. Their choice 
fell on the Croix-aux-Bois defile, whose capture was entrusted to the Austrian 
General Clerfayt. Meanwhile feint attacks wei'e made on Brif|uenay and 
Marcq, before Les lslettes and Grandpre, in order to deceive Duniouiiez. 
On the 12th, Clerfayt took the Croix-aux-Bois pass. One of Dumouriez's 
lieutenants, Chazot, recaptured it on the 14th, but lost it again on 
the same day, and was obliged to retire. Threatened with having his 
position turned and his ann^^ surrounded, Dumouriez decided to reti-eat 
immediatel}', and occupied Termes, Olizy, and Beaurepaire, in order to protect 
himself against a possible advance by Clerfayt. Brunswick sent a messenger 
A^'ith a flag of truce to propose a parley. Whilst the bearer was vainly waiting 
in the French outposts at Marcq for pennission to proceed to Dumouriez"s 
headquarters, the latter, who had waited till nightfall in order to conceal his 
movements from the enemy, struck his camp. At 8 a.m. on the 15th he crossed 
the Aisne over the bridges of Senuc and Grand-Ham and marched to^^'ards 
Cernay, thus saving his army. C'hazot's Division alone, which liad received 
orders to proceed from Vouziers to join the army at Montcheutin, arrived too 
late. Attacked by the Prussian Hussars in the Plain of Montcheutin, it 
j'eti'eated in confusion, the panic spreading to the rest of the army, with the 
exception of the van-guard which held the Prussian Hussars" advance. 
Dumouriez, without resorting to extreme measures, endeavoured to restore 
the hioraie of his troops : a few deserters, after having their heads shaved and 
having been deprived of their unifomis as unworthy to wear them, were publicly 
dismissed the service. The army quickly pulled itself together, and hastened 
to make good its previous weakness. 

Contiary to the opinion of many, Avho believed he would rttire on Chalons 
in order more easily to effect a junction with Kellermann, Dumouriez decided 
not to abandon the Sainte-Menehould x:iosition. Leaving Dillon's advance 
guard at C'halade, in Les lslettes, and in the south of the Argonne, he established 
himself in front of Sainte-.AIenehould. on the plateau where Matfrecourt, 
Chauclefontaine. and Biaux-Sainte-Cohicre stand. Thiis, while no longer 
covering the Paris road, he thi'eatened the rear of the Allies. > 

Brunswick, who had left (.irandpre and A\as already on the Chalons road, 
was forced to stop and faceDumouiiez. Fearing that Dumouriez. by leti-eating. 
would once more escape, the King of Prussia, acting hastily and in ojiposition 
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The Lmie Inn, which then stood liy the side of the road ne^.r the Lune 
crossroads, formed liy the junction of the Somme-Bionne and Gizeaucoui't 
I'oad.s, \^"as pulled down a!i'>ut ls.")4 and the niaterials used for building one 
of the Maiyneux farms. 

Thanks to the clever dispositions of Dinnouiiez, who directed (General 
Stengel to occnjiy JIont-Yvon (in order to eo\'er ^'almy on the right), and 
< leneral Chazot to march on the Lune heights (to pi'oteet Kellermann's left), 
the latter was able to withstand the enemy assault. 

The Prussians decided to attack Valmy, and to\\"ards noon their infantry 
crossed the valley which lies between the two armies. But the French, drawn 
up on the ridge between Moulin and Valmy, under the command of Keller- 
maun, hurled themselves on the Prussians and drove them back amidst ciies 
f)f ■' \'ive la Xation." Bnuisirick, disconcerted, stopped the attack. Kellei- 
niann pressed on, while General Stengel held tlie Austiians on the right. 
.About 4 o'clock. General Beurnonville came up «ith n inforcements. and the 
liattlc was won. 

On the evening of Sc]itcnd)er 20. iJumoiwiez and Kellcrnumn. agreeing 
that the ])Ositiori "was dangerous, decided to e\'aeuati.' Y\"]'on and \'almy 
during thi' nigfit, to eioss the Auve and deploy between Dampierre and 
Wjilemont. On the 21.st. Kellermann, in his new position covered b}' the Auve 
and the Yevre confidently awaited a fresh Prussian attack, \\hich, however, 
ivas never delivered, Discoui'aged, and anxious as to the health of his troo]is, 
the Duke of Bruns\^ick, after ten days of vacillation, decided to retreat. 
Thanks to his clever negotiations, which misled Dumouriez, he sueeeeiled 
in saving his army and in regaining the frontier without being |)ursued : 
but fatigue, hunger, and dysenti'v had decimated his foices. Of the 42,000 
Prussians who invaded Fi'ance in the previous August, harely 20,000 rc- 
ciossed the frontier. 

The moral effect of the victoi-y of Valmy was eonsiderahle. It was the 
first victory won by the Armies of the Revolution over the Allies. It humbled 
the pride of the Prussians and gave the Fieneh unshakable faith in the futuie 
of thcii' aiins. 

The German poet, Goethe, who followed the operations, said, in speaking 
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THj'; fjiiin(.;-i.]>;e in ARriONNU dui'.ini"; 'iin: fiu^t batti.ig riK 

THE ilAI-sE (llli) 

of '\^ali";iy : '" (h\ that day anrl at tliat ]i]aco liegau a ]w\v era in tjvj lii.U"Oi;v 
Oi the v.'orkl."'" 

in 1814 Bhichor went round the Avgonne. In 1870 the Tliivd Pnissian 
Army (the Armj' of the JWeiise) crossed it "without much difficulty. 



THE GREAT WAR (1314 191?) 

In August, 1914, in spite of their success on flic Meuse, the French Third 
and Fourtii Annies \^'ere ordered by JolTre to make a general retreat towards 
the south. The Third Army, under Sarrail. pi\'0iing on its right, now rested 
on Verdun. Facing it ^vas the Gorman Vtli Aimy, under the Crown Prince. 

The Geiman forces, following the retreat of the French ArmieS; slipped 
in on either side of the thick «'Oods of the Argonne, along the Valleys of tlio 
Aisne and the Aire. 

On September f), under Joffre's orders, the retreat came to an end, and 
the great battle, which was to save France, began. After six days of violent 
fighting {.see Part III— The Revigny Pass— of the Battle of the Marne, 1914), 
the Crown Piince's troops, under pressure of the French Third Army, retreated 
along both flanks of the Argonne ; but during the latter half cf .September, 
they came to a stand, after reaching and consolidating the following positions : 
on the east, Montfaucon, commanding the ground between the Aire and 
the Meuse ; Montblainville and Varennes, commanding the Valley of the 



Aii'O : on tlie west, Binarvillo, Scrvon, and Vienne-le-Chate?ii, conimandiag 
tlu' A'allry of tin- Aisiic. A Hirec ami prolongr-d liattb then began. The French 
troops, lu-lil on the llauks, jiushed on into tho forest, in an endeavour to cut 
the enemy's tiansMise lines of communication, wliieli eonsi.sted of two main 
roads from east to Hest (see map. p. fi). 

(1) The main road from Varemies to X'lennedc-t'iuiteau. /■/(/ tlie Four-<h-- 
I'aris. where a road runnini; north-sonth brani'hes, eiossing at Les Islettes, 
the " National Road," and the railway from ( 1ialons-sur-3larne to Verdun, 
/■/(/ Saint e-JIenehoi lid,. 

(2) The \nde foicsl roa<l which, fM-o or three kilometics to the north, 
runs ahnost parallel to the lirst road, from .Monthlainville to Servon-Melzieourt, 
rill Bagatelle, and across the Bois de la (oucjir. 

The (iermans, on their part, made cvei-y elloit to maintain their lines of 
commmiication. Woreovci', they had not gi\(n up the hojie of encircling 
and taking Verdun. Throuiih the transvei'se valleys of the Aire and the Aisne, 
and the central passagi' of the Biesme, they threatened to cut the f'lialons- 
Wrdun Bailway, and thereliy separate the Army of Champagne from that 
of \'erdnn. The im|Hjitance of the Araonne (losition thus becomes evident, 
and e.xplaiiis the fmy of the Hghting M'hii'h tonk place there. 

The Battle in the Forest 

The Korest of Aryoime <'onsists of woods of l)eech, horndjcam, ash, and 
oak which, ^^■ith an underLnowth of hazels and shndjs of many varieties, 
form almost impenetrable thickets. Lovely nooks and wild glens aboinid ; 
oppo.site narrow ravines, whose .steep sides arc clothed «'ith coj)sc-wood, 
are cool valleys fidl of streams, pools, and springs. 

These pictinescpu- .^jiots have often charmiirg name- : B'li-i tl, hi Vrnji'lli . 
liuiS'^iau ihs Einfrlols^ Foiihflne la Hoiiiffifffi, Foiilaui''-<iii.r-( '/!<if)tip.'<, Fintlaiiir- 
Mnrhiiiii and Bo'/nhlh:. Sometimes the names are (juaint : Fillc-JIorh. 
Mrriiliii ih Tllniniiii Mini, Fenne-la-3Iittf\ li'haic Toivlii and I 'i/iirle-ChanK.-i' ■^. 
Belo\\- the long ridge, "s^-hich forms, as it were, the Ijackbone of the forest, 
the ('III milt lie la Haute Clievouchee, and, a little further west, the PaviUuit 
Sf. Hubert evoke memories of bygone hunting-parties. All these names, 
\ csterday but little known, are to-day famous, as for months they recurred 
almost daily in the t'ommniriques of the Great War, and each of them brings 
to mind, not one battle only, but a series of battles, tieice struggles, and hand- 
to-hatid encounters in the dense midergrowth. 

The stationary warfare assumed a sjiecial character in the Argomie. 
banes and footpaths formed the only breaks in the impenetrable thickets. 
There were no gentle slopes, no convenient hring positions for the infantry, 
no observation-posts for the artillery — everything being concealed by the 
thick foliage ; no easy roads, for though seveial \\ide \alleys enter the forest, 
they iin-ariably end in narrow ravines which, e.xccpt where there arc paths, 
]iiesent almost insuperable obstacles. 

The inntnuer-ablc springs give rise to excessive moisture. Tiny rividets 
int'isect the cir.y soil, aiifl mud collects easily, making the |iaths impassable. 
Log i-.iads had to be made in order to facilitate the liringing U]i of I'cliefs 
anfl su]i|jli's. Treii'hcs \\( ri' no soonei- dug than they lilled «ith \\ater and 
mud, necessitating eontin\ions baling, often with makeshifts such as pails, 
shovels, disliis, mcss-tin^■, (tc. 

These trenches, dug hajihazanl under eruiny hre, -Here \'ery irregular in 
line, and French and Cei'man tn-nches sojiietime-s ovei'lapped. The fusillade 
^^as nninterrujited, but eiratic, except for a few .snipers perched here and there 
ni the trees. At lught, the ffjrfst was swejit at random by riUc and machine- 
gun hre, to make movement dangerou.s and to prevent .surpuise. Rockets 
continually lit up the nif.dit. Heie the rifle was merely an airxiliaiy weapon, 
but grenade and boi."b Hghting went on all day without i-esj)ite 



I'lidor this continuous rain of liand projeotiles, and the Ininiennc of 
slii-lls whicli destroyed the trenches, the casualties were heavy. Apart from 
tlie losses in actual battle, there were often hundreds of killed and A\ouuded 
in a single day. In the attack or defence of a trench the fighting immediately 
became a hand-to-hand struggle, in which the long cimibersome rifle generally 
gave place to the knife and revolver. 

OA\'ing to the difficulty of approaching the enemy trenches in the open, 
advances were made by pushing saps ahead, or by blowing them up Avith mines. 
On both sides incessant digging of galleries and mine-chambers went on under- 
ground, whence a race in speed and skill between the opposing sappers, 
for it was a case either of blounng up the enemy first, or being blown up by 
him. Over the mine-destroyed trenches, through the smoke and under the 
rain of earth and stones caused by the explosions, the soldiers dashed forward 
to occupy the new shell-ci'atcr, or to tight for it if the enemy had reached it 
first. Then would follow a bloody hand-to-hand struggle with grenades, 
knives, bayonets, daggers, axes, etc., resulting in the gain of a few yards of 
ground. 

From till' end of 1914 to March 31, 191.5, between Four-de-Paris and the 
Valley of the Aisne, the French sappers excavated over 3,000 yards of mine 
galleries, and fired fifty-two mine-chambers, using nearly 16,000 lbs. of 
explosi^TS 

The Stationary Warfare 

(Si'pli'mbfr. 1914, tn Heplonher, 191S.) 

Activity on the Argonne front ^\'as greatest during the first year of the 
A\ar. The German positions were held by part of the Army of the Crown 
I'rince, whose technical adviser was the old Marshal von Haeseler. This 
arm\' was composed mainly of first-class troops, including the XVIth (Metz) 
('or2)S, one of the best in Genuany, and superior to the famous Prussian 
(iuaids. This C'oips was commanded by General von Mudra, a sapper skillerl 
in mine warfare, who had under his command numerous well-equipped 
pioneers. The French Di\'isions of the 5t\\ and 2nd (Active) Corps, though 
inferior in equipment, outri\'alled the enemy in courage and daring. They 
held the sector for many months, and their tenacity was moi'e than a, match 
for German technique. They quickly adajrted themselves to the necessities 
of forest fighting, and from February. lOl."!, they were fully equal to the enemy 
in discipline and equipment. 

\n Octol.)er, 1914, the line, as a whole, criissed the entire \\-idth of the 
Argonne, from the north of Vienne-le -Chateau to the north of Neuvilly, 
As a matter of fact, there was no continuous line, the French troops holding 
only rudimentary tienehes, as stationary Avarfare was still distasteful to them. 
Tliey believed the pause to be but temporary, and that they would soon 
resume the advance. They constantky attacked the (Jcimans, n'ho, equally 
aggressive, endeavoured to gain ground, and to wear down the French resist- 
ance by attacks on trenches, and by ceaselesslj'-renew-ed local engagements. 

The line was Acry irregular, with constant re-entrants and sahents, and 
frequently shifted. The French had established themselves on the two 
parallel roads which cross the fo'est : at Bagatelle on the northern road, in 
Gruerie Wood, and at the Bairieade on the southern road. Between the two 
roads they seized and consolidated positions, such as the Pavilion. Si. Hiiheii, 
and FoHtaine-Madame. On the northern road and aroimd Bagatelle, during 
the last months of 1914, the Germans alternately advanced and retreated 
about half a nrile. In October, they captured fSt. .Hubert, only to lose it 
again. Later, they advanced to within 400 yards of Four-de-T'aris on the 
east,, but in No\'eml)er they A\eie siopjied in this sci'toi'. In the ctntie, in 
spite of repeated attacks, the}- Here luiahli' to take Fnnlni m -Mii^liiini:. 
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111 .Taiiuaiy. l!lir,, tli^^ liiM- ciuiscil tli.' AI, I/m.hii I h'oiJ, a little upstream 
fioni Si.AOii. ami Ihc ,'<ci\i>ii-\'ii-niii--l.--( 'liati-au inail to tin- north of Foutainc- 
la-Hoiivitte, niiining thciu-c with numerous salients ami le-ciitrants, through 
(irucrie Wood, as far as Fontaines-aux-Charmes and the outskirts of Bagatelle. 
J^^'om there it went south tluough Fontaine-Jhidame to withiir three-quarters 
of a mile north of Harazi'e, then north towards St. Huljert, then south again, 
erossing the Meurissons Stream, to within 300 yanls of Fonr-de-Paris, linally 
turning eastwards aeross the Wooils of Bolanti' and < 'oinic-Chaus-^e, to the 
\'alley of the Aire between .Meu\ill\- and Boureuillrs. 

For almost a year the stiii';iif- on this line eonliniied with un.aliali-l 
despf-rateness. It is inij)ossilile to enumerate hi I'e all the battles fought 
almost daily in the seetois of Fontaine-aux-( 'harines. Bagatelle, Mai'ie- 
Ther.'se. Fontaiiie-Jladame, St. Hubert, l-'oni-di-d'a ris, Les Jleurissons, 
Bol.uite Wood, ( 'ouite-( liaussi'e and Haiite-I 'lii'\anehee. The most important 
are referred to later, in the I ( iiaaviiy. On the whole, the French troo]is, 
\\ith "whom the (.'aribaldian lleginiiait eo-op( rated for a short time, made some 
progress and intlieted bitter de|e;its on t hi' eaeme. To the i a,s1. in the \'a!li'\- 
of the ,\iie, though they failed against Boureuillrs, the\- siiece.'ded iu ^la'■|■h, 
iiftei ininii loiis attaeks, iu taking Vauqiiois 

Oiiring Itll.j, the Ciei'mans several tinu-s resorled tu massed attaeks on 
an extended front, especially iu .Inne and .luly. From .June 20 to .July 14 
the Crown i'riuee launched an on'ensi\-e in great force, em|ilo\'iug as much as 
an entire army corps for a single tlniist. (In .liiiic ill), after an intense bom- 
bardment with gas shells. Ins troops attacked on both sides of the Binarville- 
Vienne-le-Chateau load. ( cissed and almost biirieil in their shattered 
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ti'enelifs, the French could not stop tlu* enemy, hut on June 24 eonnter- 
attacks legained almost all the lost ground. 

On the 2()th. the (Vo^ni Prince renewed and developed the attack, which, 
on the 29th, extended from the Four-de-Pari8 to al^out two miles beyond the 
Binarville-Viennede-C'liateau road. After a thT'ee days' bonil)ardment, he 
hurled at least 40,000 men into action, three times in succession. Against 
the salient from Bagatelle to the north of Four-de-Paris alone, on a front of 
about five miles, he launched two divisions. Thanks to a hail of shells and 
i^as bomhs, the enemy advanced and, through the coiridor of the Biesme, 
came mthin five miles of their objective, the railway station of Les Islettes. 
The fire of the 75"s, ho\\ever, barred the road, and the French reserves 
subsequentlv counte]'-attacked and retook the lost trround covered with enemv 
<!ead. 

After some local attacks on July 2 and 7, the Germans launched a fresh 
general attack on the 13th, from the Binarville-Vienne-le-Chateau load. 
as far as the Haute-Chevauehee. After a bombardment ii\'ith more than 
45,000 shells, five legiments of the XVJth Corps rushed the shattered trenches. 
Jt was a powei'ful thrust, especially on the east, where a few trenches wei'C 
lost ; but in the eouise of several days" fighting the enemy way held, and on 
the ]4th the French counter-attacked on the west, pushed the Germans 
back noi'th of the Servon road, and held for a short time the Beanrain Wood 
to the Avest of this roach On September 7, the enem^^ once more threw t\\'o 
flivi^-ioiLS against the western side of the forest ; Init in this attempt, as in the 
lli'st, they failed to break through. 

Jn (September, 1915, the French offensive in ('hampagne made itself felt 
in the Argonne. On the 25th, a suVjsidiary attack, designed to cover the 
Jiank of the main attack, was carried out between Servon and Gruerie Wood, 
over difficult ground, strongly entrenched by the Germans, and flanked by 
many machine-guns. After carrying the first German lines, the French 
troops, -who had been counter-attacked and decimated by machine-guns 
on the A^estern edges of the Gruerie Wood, wei-e forced to retire on their 
original ]" options. Ho\\'ever, this minor operation jireven ted the enemy 
from using the Aigonne to launch a counter-otl'ensive on the tlank of the main 
attack. On the 27th, they attacked in the Fi]h'-]\Iorte and Bolante sector, 
doubtless to cover the des])atch of reinforcements from the Argonne to 
( 'hamjiagne. 

in October the Argonne front suddenly became as calm as it had previously 
been active. The enemy, discouraged by their losses, in despair of reaching 
the Sainte-Menehould- Verdun road, and with their hands full elseA\'heie, 
remained on the defensive in the Argonne. Their elforts A\-erc noA\' turned 
in other dii'ections — towards Les Eparges, the Trench of Calonne, and Ailly 
Wood, from Avhich they hoped once more to threaten Verdun. The Cro\\'n 
l^rince had expected to cross the Argonne, but after sacrificing thousands of 
soldiers, he was unable to break doA\'n the French resistance. The massed 
attack on an extended front having only increased his losses without result, 
he returned to his original plan of trench raids and small local operations, 
the object of which was to nibble away the ground and exhaust the opposing 
troops as much as possible. 

From Novtmlie]'. 1915. the sap and mine tighting v/as renewed, in M'hich 
the French gained the advantage. Every month, at one place or another, 
or at several jilaces at once— at Bolante, Fillp-^Iorte, Hill 285, near the Haute- 
Chevauchee road, at St. Hubert, Couite-Chausses, and j\Iari?-Therese, in 
the Vauquois sectoi' — mines destroyed the enemy trenches, and there were 
herce fights with hand-grenades for the shell-crater-'. 

The battering of the defences, the constant improvement of the cquipmeLit, 
and the construction of deep bomb-proof shelters, mitigated the hardships 
of war and effected a consideiable reduction in the losses of the French. 



Huiin^ llic l.:i(ll ■ of \'cnlilM, t'**i 
t'Llilnii: ill till- AiLjuMM' \\;is |)rarii- 
:ii!\ liinili il to artillriy cliirls, the "' 

I'll iirli l>attnii^ on lln rasloin lioi.li ]■ 
!i i'i|iii iiliy ( iiL;:i,i;iiiu lln' iiii-iin' li,i(- 
li'lirs 111' till Hois (Ir ('hr|i|i\' anil 
Moiillannn. 

ill r.llT. till liulitin- sislcii ' 

almost riitirdy of liaml-lo-lianil 

stiniiLil s for out]io^ts or tn-nchis. - i ^ 

'I'lir I''m nrh, wlio cxrnllril ill this kinil t < «-' « .,■ 

of Martai'i ronstantly ilistvoynl the S^^'*^' 

1 111 my niinos and liroiiL:lit liai'k 

ninnlii-is of |iiisoinas from inori- or U-ss 

( xlnnsi\a raiils. 



THE OPERATIONS OF 1918 

ItinillLl thr Kist half of I'.IIS. «hcii 
Lira\i' >-\'oiits w.'T'' lakioL' j/tori.' on 
otficr ]iaits of the front, the Aiyonnr- 
K'lnainni! ijiii^t. The Iiattlr, ho\\''\"nf. 
-]ii'oail from point to jioint, ami tin- 
Ai'^onn;' front in its turn was a<iain SL-t 
alila/.i- on tin- ilate hxr.l !,y Foi-h in 
his plan for tlu- L;tX'at onrnsi\-c \\liii;h 
was (l(stini-il to liriii'^ the (-rrmans 
to thiii knoi-s. 




MAKSII \l, FOCtt 



.\ltir till- Allii-i! ■■oniitrr-offriisixe 
of ,liil\ IS on thi- Aisnr front (sfi- N'olunii.- 1: ■■Tho Sua. ml Battle of the 
Maiair 1, which drovi- thr (^rrmans back to the \'csli-, the Allies were forceil 
to mark time oil tie- ecntn- of the front. 

'i'lie liattle shifted to the wind's. ( ifiensive fullmved offensive with iiii- 
failiiiL' regularity, first on tie- left (the Franco- British offensixe of Airjiist 
S), final in Artois (tlie olfi iisi\a of .\;iL;iit iO), and lastly against the whole 
of the Himh-ulirrrg line, \\liirli tlii .\llirs attacked on Hep'teniher 1. 

'I'll'' (iiair.ans wc)(- aheady givatly shaken, but Foeh gave them no respite, 
and to i)re\a nl them v coxcriiiLj he redoidjled his attacks. 

.\n olfiaisi\"e nio\"enien( on both wiiiLis began: on the left (in i'damha.-l 
the Belgian. !'r<aivii and l>ii^isli ainiics, under tir' 'oiiimand of King .MIh rt, 
attacked i-.iiiinltaneously nith the i'^onrth Fr(aicli .Vrm\" inider (loiirand and 
tht First .American Army under I'l rshing on tli'' right. 

,\s a prelude to taking its place in the line for the great olh'iisi\c, the 
.\mi'rieaii .Aniiv had already fought the brilliant action wliich, on .Scptianber 
12, red u<'ed the St. :\lihicl .sa'lient. (See Voluim; 2 : "The Battle of St Wiliicl '■) 

'i'liis opi'ratioii was only just over ^\■heu the main body of the American 
aini\ was moved very rapidly from the Meuse to the Argomie, to tlu' positions 
assiijncd to Oeiieral Pershing in the Allied olan of eam|iaign. 

■| li!> \ci\- iiii|ioitant ..(aiiiait, i-.llected \\itlioiit a liilrh bctw ciai Sc|itiaiilier 

-I aid 2! in\"ol\ ed 1 he d isplaiaaucnt of ( noianous lorn s ; ehwaai Fri ni,'h di\i- 
-ioiis, roiistitnting the Second .\iiny, wvrc rejilaced by fifteen divisions of 
Mic J-'iist .\im rican Army, which thus li<'ld tile whole Verdun front from the 
Aisne to the .^bisellc, betwtaaL tiarazce ami Bout-a-Alciissou. 
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The abnve map sliuws in detail the Uermau Positions between the Meiise ami the Argoiine 
ou the eve of the great Franco-American Offensive of September 26, 1918 (see next page), the 
immediate objective of which was to drive the enemy across the Meuse. 
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REIMS 






XiiK OiJJi^lJTI\KS Ob' THE i^ilAMJO-AMElUOAN ATTACK OF 
SEPTl'^MBJ'-R 2(), lOlS 



The Franco-American Offensive of September 26, 1918 

The comljiriecl attack of the French and American armies had for its 
immediate objective the driving liacl-; of the (jCiTiians across the Mcuse. 
Tlie}' were to advance northwards, on cither side of the Argonne, join hands 
at the Pass of Orandjire, and then together contiiruc the push to\vards the 
!\[euse and cut the main German line of commnniic.l ion formed liy the Sedan- 
Mezieres Railway. 



The Allied and Enemy Forces 

As this volume deals only mth the Iiattlc of the Argonne the French 
attack will he dealt with separa,tely in "The Battles of Champagne. " Here 
we shall confine our attention to the attack made by the American First .Army 
on the front between the Aisne and thr Meuse. 
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The (lispla/riuf nt of the AiiiciiraR forces v,as eompletcd Jiy the eveiiov^ 
of Hie 2i!iul. On the 25th all the units were in position tor attaek, and wore 
distnbnted from east to west as follows : 

Between the Meuse and !\ta!ancourt : the 3i'd Amciican Coi'ps (P>iil!ard), 
eoniinising thrte (livi-;ions (^-l.'ji'd, iSOth, 4th) in line, and one division (3i'd) in 
rest r\'e. 

Between Malancourt and Vani|unis : the Sth Anieiican ('or])S (Cameron), 
eoniprisins three divisions (79th, 37th, and 91st ) in lino, and one clivision (32nd) 
in !eser\"e. 

Between A^anqnois and La Harazee ; the 1st Ameiiean (A rps (Liggett), 




ENORMOUS SHELL CEATEK FILLED WrrH W"ATK1I 



eomrjil«ing three divi.^'ions (35th. 2Sth, and 77th) in line, and one division (92nd) 
in reserve . 

In addition, there was the armv ixser\-e, consisting of three di\isions 
(1st, 29th, and 82nd) 

On the left, the liaison of the American Armv with tlie French Fourth 
Army (Gouraud) on the outskirts of the ArgoiuK', liet\\een the .Aisne and the 
forest, was maintained by two infantry regiments. 

On the rit;ht, the Fi'cneh 17th t'orps was stationed as look-out on the right 
bank of the Aleuse. 



Facing the three corps of the Anjerican .Ainiy. Ihc Oeiinans had in line 
e]e\-cn divisions lielonging 1i> the army of \'oii OalUvitz. Seven di\isions 
weic in the army resi'r\'c, whilst four additional divisions were lieing reoigain'sed 
in the .Metz sector. 
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FIHST STAGE OF THE FRANCO-AMERICAN OFFENSIVE, SHOWING THE ALLIES' 
PROGRESS FROM SEPT. 26 (26/9) TO SEPT. 30 (30/9), 1918 



The Attack 

{Sc2ili:)iihcr 'lO^Scptcmhcr 30, 1918). 

On Septcmljcr 26, 1918, the combined attack "was launched on ejthci' side, 
of the Ai'gonnc. At 5.30 a.m., after an artillery preparation of si.\ hours on 
the French side, and of three hours on the American, the Allied troops 
advanced to the attack. While the French took iServon, and gaiiied a footing 
on the low hills which skirt the right bank of the Aisnc, the Americans, Avho 
did not at first encounter great resistance, seized in a single rush the first 
(Jcnnan position. The second line was soon reached, and in spite of the 
increasing resistance, an average advance of about four to six miles was 
eficcted. The Pennsylvania, Kansas, and Missouri troops belonging to the 
1st Corps (Liggett) took Varenncs, Itontlilainville, t'heppy, and cleared 
Vauquois. 

On the right, the tioops of the 3rd Corps (Bullard), crossing the Forges 
stream, entered Malaneourt, Eethincourt, Cuisy, 8eptsarges, Gercourt and 
Dvillancourt. On that day over 5,000 prisoners were captured by the Americans. 

On the 27th, the advance was slower ; the fire of the enemy artillery 
increased in intensity, and German reinforcements counter-attacked. Never- 
theless, the Americans carried Very, Epinonvillc, Ivoiry and Charpentry. 

On the centre, the 5th Corps (Cameron) met with formidable resistance, 
and in crossing the ivoods of Malaneourt and Cheppy the troojis from New 
Jersey, Virginia, Oregon, Colorado, Wyoming and Montana suffered veiy 
hea's^' losses. In adrhtion, they had to face numerous German counter- 
attacks. On the 26th it was impossible to reach the formidable Heights of 
Montfaucon, but on the 27th the ridge, outflanked on the west by the capture 
of Ivoiry, and on the east by that of iSeptsarges, fell into the hands of the 
5th C'orps which reached NantiUois. 



21 

On the eveiuns ot the 27th, the American spoils included over 100 guns 
(12 of large eaJibrc), numerous trench-mortars, hundreds of machine guns, 
and o\er 8,000 prisoners. 125 of whom were officers. 

On the evening of the 27th, the infantry fought fiercely for the last j/oiiil-s 
il'iippiii assigned to them for that day. 

In order to prevent a counter-offensive by the Germans, General Pershing 
rapidly organised, behind the ground already won, a line of defence through 
(iercourt, Drillancoui't, Jure Wood, Dannevoux, Nantillois, Kclisfontaine, 
Oharpentry, Montblainville and Apremont. 

On the 2Sth. the resistance of the enemy fuitlicr stifi'ened : fi'csh tiDops 
carried out re]K ated counter-attacks on the Fi'ench right and against the 
American centre. The Americans, however, reached the oiitskirts of BrieuUes- 
sur-Mtuse. Ogous Wood, the southern edge of Cierges, and the northern 
i.intskirts of Apremont, ^vhilst in the forest, the Franco-American liaison 
troops occupiecl the Crochet shelter. Oji the «'est the Fi'ench aj)proached 
Jiinarville and reached Ivoy Farm. 

l^p to that point, the i\merican Air Force, fully maintaining its supremacy 
in the air. had brought down twelve obseivation balloons and over .sixty 
enemy aeroplanes. 

The next day. the (iermans, thi'owing fresh reinforcements into the battle, 
ci.unter-attaeked fmiously. 

Between the Vallev' of the Aire and Cierges, the Americans had to fight 
hard for several days, in order to resist the pressure of the enemy and to 
hold the ground they had gained. On tlie 29th and 30th violent fighting 
took jilace round Apremont. The Germans, reinforcing their artillery, fired 
great irumbers of gas shells. They stubbornly defended the approaches of 
the " Kriemhilde " position, which from Champigneulle to St. Juvin, throirgh 
Cornay, Fleville, and the woods of Gesnes, Romagne-sou3-Montfaucon, 
Cunel and Fays, reached the Meuse in the Brieulles district. 

Thus the first stage of the attack was over. The Americans had forced the 
(Germans to abandon their firfit and secontl lines and had captured y,(Mli> 
prisoners and nrore than 100 guns. 

The Period of Attrition 

{Ocfvher 1— HI, 191H.) 

The advance effected during the first stage of the attack brought the 
American infantry face-to-face with fresh German positions, strongly defended, 
bristling with machine-guns and automatic weapons, organised one behind 
the other arrd connected up with one another. These positions had to bo 
reduced bit by bit. 

The smallest wood or the least depression of the ground v\as utilised by 
the Germans with the greatest ,skilK In the woods thejr made use of a new 
type of auxiliary defence-works — barbed-wire eirtanglements (Maschcndraht) 
about nine feet iir height, fastened to trees or to stakes six inches in diameter. 

TheAmericanF on their side attacked desperately, and succeeded in gaining 
the disputed ground, step-by-step, thereby laying rluring the whole month of 
(October the fouirdatioir of the operations which in Novemlier were to end in 
the enemy's capitulation along the whole front. 

On October 1, a hard struggle began which lasted .several days, with 
alternate advances and retreats. The French, finally breaking the eounter- 
oflensive on their flank, advanced along the Valley of the Aire. On October 1 
they occupied Binarville, Conde-lez-Autry and Vaux-lez-Mourcn, after 
capturing considerable material, including 200 narrow-gauge trucks and 
numerous trucks of normal gauge. The Americans, on their side, in spite of 
the machine-guns, barl)ed-wire, and counter-attacks supported by tanks, 
pushed forward biuvel^y. 



22 




SECOND STAriE OF THE FRANCO-AMERICAN ATTACK, SHOWING FROliKKSS 
I\[ADE UP TO OCTOBER 30 (30/10) 



On October 4, Pershing launched an attack along the whole Army front. 

On the ri.tjht, the American 3rcl Oor])s advanced as far as the Brieullcs- 
Cunel road, which, however, it failed to pass. In the centre, the 5th Corps 
reached Gesnes. On the left, the troops of the 1st Corps advanced on the 
Forest of Argonne and reached La Viergette. On the edge of the forest the 
same troops made an advance of about two miles, reaching the outskirts of 
Fleville and capturing Chehery, as well as Arietal Farm on the north of 
Exermont. 

(.)n October 7, the Lst Corps drove the Germans out of Chatcland Chehery, 
and from the heights to the ■west of the Aire, as far as the outskii'ts of Cornay, 
\\'hich they took on the following day. 

But with the arrival of numerous reinforcements the German resistance 
increased, and the advance l^ecame more and more difficult. 

An extension of the attacking front "was then decided upon, and the 
French 17th Corps (Claudel), which was keej^ing A\'atch on the light Itank of 
the Meuse, was placed at General Pershing's disposal. 

This army corps was reinforced by the French 26th Infantry Division 
and the American 38rd Infantry Division, M'hich were already operating on 
the right bank of the river. These dispositions having been completed a 
fresh attack was launched from the Argonne as far as Beaumont, to the \vest 
of the Meuse. 

On October 8, the Cierinan positions were violently bombarded, and on 
the 0th the troops advanced to the assault. 

On the right, the French 17th Corps advanced as far as the soutlurn 
outskirts of the Haumont and Consenvoye Woods, but could not get beyond 
these positions, \\hich had been very strongly fortified by the Germans. 
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VAEENNES. TELErHnNlsrS Of THK lOSTjI BEGT. (25TiI D.E; 
WrrH GASOtASKS 



Along the Meuse the American 3rd Corps entered Brieulles, while the 
nth ( 'oips reached tlio main German line of resistance between C'unel and 
liomagnc-sous-Montfancon, and captured Fleville. On the left wing the 
1st Corps occupied the heights south of Marcq and the woods of Cornay. 

JMeanwhile the troops of the French 4th Army on the left bank of the 
Aisne swept the Montcheutin — Vauxdez-JIourou I'lateau and, on the right 
bank, took Lan(;-on, (irand-Ham and Senuc. The capture of the latter 
\ illage gave them one of the gates of the Grandjjre Pass. The junction of 
the French and American armies was effected at lAn(;on. On that day the 
Americans, from the Argonne to Chaume Wood, on the east of the ftleuse. 
ca]itured more than 2,000 prisoners, and the French 600, besides many guns. 

On the 10th, the French crossed the Aisne opposite Termes, which they 
caijtiued ; they then occupied the railway-station of Grandpre, taking 
numbers of prisoners. The enemy, in danger of being cut off, evacuated 
the forest, pursued by the Americans, who, after progressing beyond Marcq 
and Chevieres, linked up with the French before Grandpre. Further east, 
their line passed north of Sommerance and through the northern outskirts 
of J^jmagne Wood and (icsnes. 

The arrival of American reinforcements in ever-increasing numbers 
eiuibled Pershing to extend his operations. 

The American Second Army, which had just been constituted under the 
command of General Bullard, lined up on the right of the First Army (which 
had no^v pa.ssed under the command of (Jeneral Liggett). To his command 
wcie joined the 3.3rd and 17th French Corps, wedged between the two 
American armies. 

The three corps of the American First Army, after the pioniotion of 
Generals Liggett and Bullard, were commandeil as foUow.s : The 1st Corps 
by General Dickman, the .5th Corps by Cieneral .Summerall, and the 3rd Corps 
l)V (ii'iieral Hines. 
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This was the state of aft'aivs on Oetober 14, when the genei-al attack Mas 
launched. 

Tlie 1st Corps captured 8t. -Jm-iu and reached the outskirts of St. (Jeorges. 
In the centre the 5th Corps passed Cuiiel and Pioniagne, and reached the 
outskirts of Landres-St. Georges village. Along the lleuse, the 3rd Corps 
passed Foret Wood, n-hile on the east of the Meuse the French 17th Corjxs 
fought a violent engagement in the woods of Coures and Ormont. 

The fight waxed fmious. On the 16th, the Americans took the Hill of 
Chatillon and the village of Champigneulle, i\"hile on the following day they 
were definitely masters of Grandpre. To the west of the Argonne the French, 
who had entered Vouziers oir the 12th, after a very hard struggle and in 
spite of se\e]'al counter-attacks, cleared Termes and entered Mouron. On 
the 14th, they drove the enemy back beyond the Grandpre — Vouziers road, 
and two days later took Talma and Hill 222 to the north-^vest. The Germans, 
M-hose resources were fast diminishing, made a desperate but rursuccessful 
resistance, and there ^^■as much confusion among the enemy units engaged 
in the valleys of the Aisne and the Aire. The battalions withdrawn from 
the firing line were hastily i-eorganised at the base, and at once despatched 
to the most critical points. The main positions were held by picked troops 
and especially by machine-gunners, whose numbers and stubbornness caused 
great ravage in the Allied ranks. From Grandpre to Rethel the country 
had been inundated. Apparently, the enemy were constructing a new line 
(the '' Freyastellung ") to the north of the " Kriemhilde " position. The 
new line passed north of Landres and Banthevillc, through Hazois Wood, 
the Fai'nis of La Dhuy and Grand Carre, and along the northeiii .slopes of 
the vallev of the Andou, between Bautheville and Clcry-le-Petit. 




VAREiiNES. HEXACLT T.V^"KS WITH 1^-1^'. CL^S, USEIi Bl" THE 
AMEEICAX FORCES 
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Dn the 17th, fiorcc fighting took phice between Olizy and Grandpre ; 
(he French ad\anced north-\\'est of Ohzy, bnt after a \'ioleut bombardment 
were foreed back from Tahna by a eonnter-attack. On the 18th, they crossed 
the Aisne to the north-east and east of Vouziers, eaptuiing Vandy and 
I'insnis Fann antl reaching the western outskirts of C'hestres. Meanwhile, 
American jiatrols entered Loges Wood, Landres-St. Georges and Bantheville 
\Yi)i.h1, all of which had been abandoned by the enemy. 

F"rom the 19th to the 30th a desperate battle was fought to the east of 
^'ouziers. Every advance was followed by German counter-attacks, the 
positions constantlj' changing hands. On the 19th, the French Fourth Army 
liroke a vigorous German attack carried out by parts of seven different 
di\isions. On the 19th and 20th, Chestres, Maccpiart Farm, Hill 19.'1 to 
the east of Vandy, and Terron were taken, but the Germans recaptured the 
last-named village. On the 22nd, the French had reached the outskirts of 
Terron., the woods to the south-west of the IMalva Farm, Landeves, CJhamiot 
FaiTQ, and the sul^urbs of Falaise. Terron, retaken by the Gzecho-iSlovaks, 
was held in spite of repeated German counter-attacks. To the west of 
Grandpre the positions were strengthened, while the Americans checked the 
Cknuans north of Bantheville and advanced into the> wooils of Loges and 
Tiourgogne. 

A period of calm followed, and thus ended the second stage of the offensive, 
during which the Americans had captured 7,000 prisoners and fifty guns. 

The Pursuit 

(Nureiiihrr 1 -11, 1918.) 

During the quiet days at the end of October, the Americans proceeded 
rapidly to reorganise their forces, so as to be ready, as soon as Foch should 
give the signal, for their part in the new Allied offensixe. 




AT.i.iKi) AiiTjr,r.i:nY rRossiso Fi.oooKn district sf.ah vou/.iEns 



26 



^SEDAN 




Longwe 



■num< STAGE OP THE FUAXCO-AMEHICAM OFFENSIVE: THE ALLIES' ITESUIT 
OF THE BETREATISG GERAIASS UXTIL AUMISTICE DAY (XOV. 11, lUlS) 
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^iaits liiul Jii^^l' cl'-iiictl tlicir cDast-linc, and wcic 
n a(l\ani'i' into tlir very lnMi't of liclgiiini. 'I'hi' 
and liiokcai down (lie dctcnci's of the Hindenl:)Ui-g 
ncli, iclciitlissly dri\ing lja<'k the I'etreating enemy, 
liad entt'ivd Laon, afti-r foi'i-inu- tile foiinidable liastion of the St. Oohain 
J'ov.st. 

On Xo\-endiei' 1, hetwern (Irandpre and tlie ^[(■usl^ the AnierieanM had 
ill line the followiiii: foives of the First Aiiuy (Ligiiett) : 

'Idle :!rd ( orps, eoniposed of the otli and '.Itlth Infantry Divisions. 

The .Ith Corps, eomposed of the .Sllth and 2iid Infantry Divisions. 

ddie 1st Corps, coiiiposcl of the .SOtli. TTtli and 7,Stli Infantry Divisions. 

'I'hrir right was prolonged hy tin- Kreiieh I7tli (Acti\'e) Cor]is, wliieli, with 
thi- .'i.'ird (Aetni-) Corps, was in liaison with their Second Arm\-. 

Facing these hirces the Cernians. under the command of Von fh;*r JIarwitz. 
iiad massed tliree army rorps lietween Buzaney and the Men.se, reinforecl 
liy tv\"o ,\iistro-Hinigari,iii di\isions. 

At ."i.:!ll a.m. on Ao\-eiiilier I, the troops of the French Fonrth Army 
(•Jouraiid) and tfiose of the .American Fijst .Army ( Liugctt), after a tvvohoiii's' 
lioml.iardmcnt of great \iolciiei-. launched a fresh olten.sive. 

The Americans attacked on the tli, and, in sjiite of a stnbborn reisistauce, 

advanced sc\'eral kilometics, taking :!,(>(K) piisoneis and forty-four gun.s. 
The French attacked on the east, along a twelve-mile front, cleared the whole 
of the right bank of the Aisne, and bit into the .'Vrgonne, threatening on the 
right and in tie rear the (iermans, who, facing south, stood opposed to the 
Americans, l,,'ll)il piiseners anil a nunber of guns were captured. On 
Xovemlier 1, the ,\iiierican linl Corps, on the right, seized Aincre\ille, 
a]i])roai-hed J)oulcoii and took -\iidcvanne and Clery-le-tTrand. In th'- 
centre, the ,"itli Corps ea])tnr(.d ijayonville, Ivcmonville and I.andres. (hi 
the left, the 1st Corjis. in the face of the enemy's tierce re.--istance, «ere 
only able to advance slightly in Loges Wood. 

On the following day (Xo\-embei 2) the Americans vigorously followerl 
up their attack. The 1st Corjis. frei d on it.i right by the advance o* the 
oth ('orjis on tin jirevious day, pushed on boldly hve miles beyond 
Thenorgnes and Fnizaiiey, while the French, on theii' side, carried half ol 
the northein jiortion of the Argonne. reaching the Ballay-I,r)ngwe line on the 
rast of ^'ollzicrs. 

On the :!rd. the cni my, threatened with being surrounded, fell back. 
The Allies straiLditened their line towards the north, and advanced twclvi' 
miles in the eeritie. ^Fhe line now passed through Seniin', the southern liaiik 
of the Arflennes t'anal. the soinhern outskirts of ('hcMie, the course of the 
Bar as far as Cliatillon, throiiLdi Belle\iil", .Aiithe, St, Pierremont, 
Srmimauthe, Vaux-en-Dieulet, Belval, Le Chamiiy-Bas, f^.eauelair, Rlontigny- 
devant-Sassty and Mont-devant-Sassey, hi thice davs the Oerman lost 
o\'er fi.fldf! prisoners and lOII guns, and were drivi n back towards ths 
Seflan-M(''/.ii'i'es-i\Iet/. highwa\', the .appioailies to ^\■llicd^ were desperately 
defended. However, their resistance bi'oke down be. ore thi- eentiimed jiusli 
of the Allies. 



Already the Allies' heavy guns were steadily lioiiilKiidiny the Steiia\-. 
llontniedy and Longuyon Railways. 

On Xovemljer 4, the American 3rd Army Corjw reached the lleuse 
between Villefranehe and 8tenay, \vhile two sohd bridgeheads were 
established at Brieulles and C'lcry. The Germans, disconcerted by this 
rapid advance, \\ithdrew to the right bairk of the Jleuse. 

The two other Ameiican Corps followed up the advance, and on the 5th 
were \rithin mne miles of Sedan, while the French advanced six miles north 
ot the line of the Aisne. On the 8th, the French veve the first to enter the 
suburbs of iSedan, and on the 9th they r,.'ached Mezicres, 

On the extreme right the (-iermans gave way before the impetuous attacks 




T,^M%b ITT GIT OF AtT^O^, AFTEr, r)EbTR0\l^(■ OKP.MAN 

MACHINE-GUN NEST NEAR BAYONVTLLE 

(.Yor. 7, 191S.) 



fif the French 17th Corps, and after a violent engagement, were driven back, 
the next day, to the foot of the heights of the Jleuse, south of Stenay. 

On the evenmg of Xovember 10, the First American Army \\'as to cross 
the Chiers and push on next day to Montmedy, M-hen the Armistice on the 
11th saved the German Army from destruction. 

The spoils of the American Army during the last stage of the offensive 
comprised 5,000 prisoners, 250 guns, 2,000 machine-guns, in addition to 
enormous quantities of stores. In all, during the ileuse-Argonne Battle 
the Americans took 21,000 prisoners and 400 guns, which, added to their 
previous captures, amounted to 50,000 prisoners and over 1 ,000 guns. 
Seventy-eight fjerman divisions were engaged during the battle, and the 
Ameiican casualties numbered 100,000 men. 
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VISIT TO ARGON NE. 

FIRST DAY: 155 km. — Vei*clun, Buza.ncy, Varennes, Vauquois, 
Clermont-en.Arg^onne, and Sainte-Menehould. 






•'^" 



yonville 



'vVerpel Mandreville 

Jtandres .^the^Hif '' 
'^^ jiChdmpiqneulle , p \ii(\ □ n <-\ 









Jp 



<nes 
1^^ 



""^ Geri^ourjs \vk n.* 




^S^^.'^MENEHOULD 

ITINERARY FOR THE FIRST DAY. 

Lffirp Vfrdini ''' hjj Ihf ('/taiissr^ flafc. Bcijnnd lite ram prtrl.^, ftirn In ihr 
hjl iiilo y. (i4 (hariiiij A^. 3 in fmiil, anri, ffli/ i/ards fnrllipr on, ^V. IS on. Ilii 
nf/hl). 

N. 64 follows Ifiii riglil hanl- of lIiK Mense , crosses llie Feiiihonrg of Belleville, 
rliinhs the Hill ejf Belleville Fori, anil passes close In Froiile-Terre Hill. O/jposile 
sinnrls Bras, at the frjot of Poivre Hill. 



* J'VjV 7iHrtic'iilyrs i-r,iiceniing Veivliiii, l;ras, Chaniy, Esiii-s. MaLiiicniirt, sue The Mifhrlin 
]Uustriih::l (1,0,1^, ■■ \erdiin and the BaU.les r..i' its Fosseasiuii.' 



To visit Verdun, Bras, fJUaniy, Esnes, ami MaliMirmirt. .si'i' Die MicheUn 
Illustrated Guide. 



''Verdun and the Battles ror its Possession* 







THJ-: ]'T)TiT OF POTAT.-^tONT .'\NI> ITS .^rPKOACIIT^S 
(J'hutuiiniphcaSrmn aem^./HHf in ]lnii, lOlG.) 

Extracted f run, the Mk-hdhUUuslml,al Guide, " Verdun, and U,e Battles for it.i Po>'Sessi,m: 
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Ei:\s VILLArno, 



FREXrji CG.^iEi'j;i(V. I'OiviiK iiir/iv in iiacki; round 



Al Ijii fii/raiirr In Bra.s, nn llir h fl, lliirr ix a lai'tif Fi'dvli military o('iiK'tor\' 
(l,I„,tn aim,; t- III llif riUiKjr. ('(imiilctcly rain.. (I, liirn In llir left ii'iln (!.('. :(S, 
irliirli Slum itoski.s llir Esl ('mini iniil llini llii: Miii.ie (nii llir- riijlil. iiiiiler llie. 
luiiurl l.ri<ii:e : foitiiicatioiis and .slM-ltt-rs). Charny, nfioiit one mile from 
Urns, is in xl rmrlii il . 

<!.<.' lis crnssfs lln: ruins nj Ihis rillinji {h rrl -i-rnssimj mi Ipnciiiij). Ilicii liiriis 
In l/ii rii/Jil, leaviiiij Die Tliiurrilh riunl n/ijiosilr. 

Tin mad goes round the Hiiij/ils nf I'ncin rnnrilli and Mam: Fnrls, lltiii 
I nil rs lln iihnnsi eiitirth' niiiiffl \i]la^r of iV!ai-re {nhnnl lliri r iiiili s Jrniii ( 'hariiij). 
I'lirn In lln lijl III lln JirsI Imnsi s. puss in frnni nf lln riiiiicil cliiiivli, //,f/) Inrn. 
lo the riijIil, leavtinj llie Bonrrus Wnnds mad opposite. Foliuiv Hie railway. 




JWAllI;!;. O.C. 3H VUOM CIIAIINY. IHINH OK I.'] I IJIiCI I ON THK IMOHT 
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PASOEAMIC VIEW OF ESSES ASD HILL 304. THE SIDE 

Tu-o l-iloiiielres beyond Marre, before Chattancoiirl Slation, d.G. 38 turns to 
the left (leaving the Ciimieres road ojyposite). then, 1 km. from the fork in the 
road, reache.^ Chattancowrt (completely ruined) at the foot of Morl-Homme 
(photo helotr)- 




Al.i. TIIA'I' JS LEFT OF 



CJIATTANCOUET. IX THE BACKaUOUXO: .M01iT-llO^LME 



Ij.l' IS, Ifililiii^ t.- 




JP THE HILL AHK FULL OF SHELTFHS, ESI'KCIALLY AI.ON.i G.C 18 

On hnriiui Ike nllar/e, (l.C. 38 /(((•//.■.■ lo lie lij'l anil rlunb.s llir .siile of Hill 27o, 
Jrnin llie tap of vhirli there is a fine view of JIort-Honime Hill and Hill 304 ; 
II lillle lo Die lefl. Moiitzeville villaiic situated in a hollow, and, behind, the 
\'alley of the Jleuse, I'oivie Hill, Talou Hill and .Saniogneux, are also visible. 

?V(e roiiil next ilesremls ; al Die sides are nuniei'ous military works and 
French graves. 2 km. 2IKI beyond (.'lialluneoiirt llitre is a eross-road : the 
Jlonl-i'rille road lies ahead, irhile (!.('. 38, tnrniiii/ to the rii/lil. elitnhs a cresl 
frnin irliieli tliere is a view of Ksnes and Hill 304. Esnes {4- Lin. 'ZiH\ from 




LSNES CHUKCII, HILL SOI (lI'FT) ASD Cl.C. 38 (bHHINL THF CHUIlCll) 




*«*^:^?»2k42flB54iL^i3S 



\\.\YSJr)E CROSS OF ^■:s^~KS on htll 304. AvocouriT koad 

(LI'^FT) and aiALAKCOTHiT BOAU {mGHT) 

C'kalliinciiiiii}, partly ruined, is rfrirhnj : Panorama of Hill 304 (phnio, 
pp. 32-33). 

G.f'. 38 passes in fmnl of l/if church (phulo^ p. 33) and then rises lowards 
Hill 304. 1 km. from Esnes, near a. imijsich cross (photo above), is a fork ; lake 
the road on the right (G.C. 18) to the top of Hill 304. On the right there is a 
fine view of the Valley of the Meuse. 

The road, crosses the old front lines, then zi</:ar/s down tn Malancourt 
(5 I'm. from E.snes). At the entrance tn the village, o)i the right af the rcxid, is a 
concrete blockhouse (photo hehiv). 

Malancourt was Completely devastated. Pass in front of the ruin.s of 
the church, quite near to which there is another blockhouse. Keep) along 




GKRMAN BLOCKHOUSI',, WITil MACHlNE-dUSS, AT ENTRAXCK 
TO MAr.ANCOfHT 



as 






SULIilii 
IN I'llu 




cm i;<i 


Jf^ ,— i 






ri,,hl t, 



<:.<■. 18. hnriiiij „„ Ihr hfl. ill III, rillin/,. Ihr Anirniirl mmf. Cliinh Hill L'51, 

(rani III' lop <ij irliirh .\[i:mtfauroii Itiilur (s ■•<rrii. 

:) km. 4011 b,i/,Jii,l Muhliioiiiil (1111,1 1 /,/;(. Ii, f,ii; M,i,ilf,iii,;,ii) III, mil, I jiiiii.^ 

(i.e. 1'.). i,-l,„:li Ink, I', Ih, n,jhl m lli, ,lin,-i„,i, ',,f r„iis, n, -,,,/, . 

Oiif kihiiiitln- fuiili,r,,,i.al Ih, l,,rh. I:, , p ,ih,i„ii:.(\ 111, »■///,/, /»,■„>■ /„ //„ /, /'/ 
(III,' I 'iii.-<ii rixifl, xiriiii/lil III,, a, I. is iiiijuis.-aihl, ). On Ih, r'njhl. in ii liiii/ r,iU,ii. is 
s,.< I, llie riUaije <>/ Cuisy, coni^jletc-ly ruiiie;! 1 km. lion J'i,i-lli, r ,iii, l,f Ih,' ri</hl, 
Ih, rf is II nxi'I ha, lilt,/ l,j Cnisij. Il.(_\ 11), ,ijl> y r, j,jiniii,j Ih, S, pl.^nr,i, .•< r,i,-i<l. 
r,iich,s Gercourt, 7) km. Ii,'i/iui,l ('ifi.^i/. 

S<'Vfral ciUKieti- (^cniiau ilefcuci'-XMii'ks an- to Ijc seen in (.ifi'cuuit, while 
the iiiins of the houses and chureli ])i'escnt a tenililc scene of desolation 
(jiliiil,, htl.iir). Opposite the church stands a house linerl with concrete, in which 
tile (Germans had installed a telephone exchange. 

Cuisy and Gercouit were within the (k-rnian front lines from litl4. and 
weie only retaken in 1!J1S duriiiL; the American ollensive of Septeniljcr I'li. 
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The road turns lo the right near the eliiirch. After leaving the riUage, it 
passes 500 yards to the left of Forges Wood, in which German batteries were 
posted. Large calibre gnns destroyed by French artillery arc still to be seen 
on the road. 1 km. front flereoiirt {pjiolo ahove). 

On rejoining the road from iJnnnevonx [I.C. 23) turn to the right and follow 
the railway as far as Consenvoye (1 hn. 800 from Gercovrt), which is reached 
after crossing the Mense and the canal. 

Consenvoye, on the left bank of the lleuse, was connected ^lith the right 
bank by a fine bridge, which the French blew up after the retreat from Char- 
leroi. After the victory of the ilarne, all efforts to dislodge the Germans 
from the village were unavailing, and until the German offensive of February 
21. 1916, Consenvoye mai-ked the limit of the advance on both sides. It 
A^'as over this bridge that supplies were brought up for the sector on the left 
bank of the Meuse durmg the 1916 offensive. The village was retaken in 
the course of a brilliant combined action bj" the French and Americans 
during the offensive of October 7, 1918. 
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AMI<;tUCAN 
MONUMENT 
COMMEMO- 
RATTNIJ TRR 
f'RUSSINt; 
tiF Till-: 
>IKr:SK ()\ 
N"V. 1, ISIS 

(Oil I.e. V.I, 

.1 km. fn.iii 
Vili.siie,.) 



( 'on>icnvoye suH'cicil 1< ss tliuii tlie otlu-r villages previously int-ntioned. 
Around the chureh, \\hieli was not severely damaged, are some soldiers' 
graves. 

Keip iiloiKj jia.ll tilt' clnirch a.i far a.s X. (14, i'iiId irliirh liini In IJie h [1. Fnlhur 
tin i-alli 1/ iif lli(: Ml 11.11' III Sivi-y (4 laii . Jriiiii I 'nii.if'iinii/i'). 

X. 114 rrij.i.if.i llif ]iartly destroyed \ilh>L'e. Ihrii rini.i ahiiifi.n'ilr Ihr cfnial 
ami llir Mtmii to a fnri: in Hit: mail. 2 km. r,(M> from Sliri/. Ihn liar,' X. 114 




y-lc Petit 




J'ASOKAillC VIEW OF HUS-SUB-JIECSE (LOWEB TOWiN') AND THE 

OP THE CHURCH 

and take the Vilosnes road on the left, which continues ahngside the Mense. 
Part of Vilosnes (3 km. 500 from Sivry) was destroyed, but the church, which 
stand-i on a height, was not seriously damaged. 

Near the chnrch, take the road on the left across the canal and the 3Ieuse, 
then betjond the level-crossing at Vilosnes Station ivrn into I.C. 49 on the right. 
Follow the railway, which is on the left hank of the Mense. 

Three hihmeires from Vilosnes Station, on the right, between the rrjad and 
f'hatillo)!. Wood, there is an American monument commemorating the crossing 
of the Meuse on November 1, 1918 {photo, p. 37). Further on, at the entry to 
Brieulles, opposite the station, ■'<tands another similar monument. 

Tlte outskirts of Brieulles were stubbornly defended by the Germans 
during the American offensive of September, 1918. On .September 29, during 
the first stage of the offensive, the American 3rd Corps reached the southern 
outskirts of the village, but were unable to enter it. It was not until October 9 
that the American troops, after a fierce struggle, captured it. 

At the station, turn to the left along the road through Brieulles (i km. 500 
from Vilosnes). Pass near the chnrch, leaving the NantiUois road on the left. 
Cross the village, in which a ntmiber of the houses are in ruins. The ri.nng 
road leads to the cemetery (numerous German graves), then descends to the 
I.C. 64, which runs beside the railway and the Mense to Cl6ry-le-Petit (3 hn. 500 
from Brieulles). Before entering the village, a third American monument is 
seen on the left. 
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iiuilcon-ci.kkv-li--i'i:tit iiiktiuct, as Hi-i';;; fkcii tjii; ■iijiuLscii 

IN THE UPPER TinVM 




f'liiKcii OF iiiA-sru-jir-csi':. .sim th lUd.M' 



40 



HiiJge uii G,C. 2 blx ivoui 
Uuulfon to CK-iy-U-l'ctit 




DI'N-SUR-MEUSE 



t'lery-le-Petit was slightly damaged. On November 4 1918, the Americans 
reached the Meuse between Brieulles and ViUefranche. On .September 5, they 
crossed the river at Brierdles and Clery, on foot-bridge, bmlt by the American 
engineers, in spite of the stubborn resistance of the Gernrans establibhed on 
th? right bank It was the American 5th Division w-hieh first f ^^ted the 
crossilg of the river and established solid bridgeheads at Clery and Brieulles, 







UUN-SCB-MEUSK 



BBlDGE ACIIOSS THE MEUSE PESTBOYED BY THE GEBMAKt) 
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rl'PER AN'D I,UWi;}l TONVNS 



uliifh n'^isteJ every attack. Krrp sIivh/IiI mi. hurni'i llir rhiirrli on llir rif/hl. 
nirl t/ir I'l-rii-h-nniinl rnriil OH the IpJ'I. AJlrr rmssi mj lli, lluir Hi r,r Air'loii. 
/fini^siir-.Meii'^r mi Hi" lo/i of Hi? oppn.i'dp hill nnii"-: into riiir. The III'. 2 IiIk 
ii'nr Doiikoii is rearhr'l. irhieh tak' to the rii/'i' ks fur r(v Dun.sur-Meuse 
(.'! I.iii. from Ch'rii-h-Felit). 




IH N-hl II-_M|.;LSK. J.AMAM-ai .\.\ \K ANI. SIICTir AISLE OF CHIJIU'll 
(SKI'lN FIIOM THE eKIHu) 



4'2 




JJAMHIAJLLI 



"INS OJ'' CMl'UCII AND \"lLi:,Ai; 



The toivii /.y readied aj'ler rrn^-s'tiKj Jir-sf Ihe raHivaij (I.e.) near the station, 
the}) the canal and Die Mense [phalvi. ]ip. 40--41 ). Mentor -cars can clinih as far as 
the church. Ti-rn to the left tje//rmr{ the fast bridi/e in the lower ton:n, then take 
thr first .-street on the right, which h// a wide bend and a steep ascent leads to the 
upper town and to the terrace^ where stands the church. There is a tine view over 
the lower town and the valley of the Meuse (photo, pp. 38-39) from here. 

Reltern to and recross the hridije.^ ; keep straight on to Doulcon, leafing 
the Cliry road on the left. 

At the fork in the road. Ijeijond Doulcon (in ruins), lake <!.(_'. 2 his on the 
li'jt, an far as Romagrne (!) km. from. Donlcon), passing through. Aincrcville 
(sfvtroly (laniau;o'Ij and Banthcviile (eompletely ruined). 




E0MAG:NE. lUGHT SIDE OP EGAD COMING FIlOM BANTIiKVILLE 
{On tin' left : l.C. i, leadiixj to Sumiucrance.) 
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iM\(,NJ:. or.KMVN lilt.Wi:^ AI 



(7011 (niwiis) NMiAH \ II, I, Mil-: civmktiohv 



Hrjnn ^iilirlinj lldiuati'uo. nn ihr /■/'/I/I. /In rr /.v a [;Lr;^r '"iMiiiaii ccnu'tci'V ami 
sntiu- Aincricaii ;^!a\'cs. 

^fost of til" li(iiis( s ill Roiiiagiir were (l(.'strnyeii. X>ar IJn rhitic/i (in ruins), 
/((/■( (,(, llif }, fl Ihr Ciiiirl mini ami rmxs lh( hn'ili/r. :-!(ll) i/anl.^ fnnii Ihr liUui/r 
till re siiildcniy comes into \"ie\\- on tile side of the liill a very large American 
cemetery containing some 28,0OO graves {pholn, pj). 1'2 ninl j.'J). Ilrhini 
hii Ijn sunn inrnl In Jinnniqttr f'/nurji, ii ml hike l}n Snninn in nri mail [jilinln 

ln]nir\n,l Ihflrf!. 

I'ns.s Ihi nl'hir Knh nf Ihi (linmiii nnnlirij [phnU, nhnn). ihrii ,jn Ihi'nin/h 
Romagne Wood, in wliieh are nunieious ( u iinan (liiLi-onts and ^ain-( niplaee- 
nuaits. Xe.ii rmx.i n large plateau (Hill L'47) : 7 l.iii. 4IMt In iinml Rnimiijiir. 
Sommerance (damaL'ed houses) ix riarlnil (phnin Inlmrj. In Ihe riUinji , 




S05IMEKANCE. KUINED CORNER OF \'ILLAOE AT JI'XCTION 
OF THE ROMAGNE AND FIiEVILIiE ROADS 



u 




heijond Ike puhlie ira.shim/ jilari' near llir rhiirch, lake llw Mreel (/.C. 4) icliich 
ascends on the ri(i/il. .1 L'/ii. hei/oml lSo/hiih /mice, on the right of I.C. 4i, there 
is another Aineiii.-aii nioiunnen'L (1st Divi.siuii. October 11, 1918) {photo above). 

3 I'm. 2011 hr//(>ti(l S(>iinnera)(rr, Landrcs village (severely damaged) is 
7'eaehed. During the American DiTcnsivc of October 14, 1918, the approach 
to LandrcH was liercely contested. 'Hie American oth Oorps reached the out- 
skirts of the vilh\ge on Octobei' 14, ]n\t it was only on the 18th, after three 
days" hca\'y lighting, that Landics was taken. The church was partially 
(h-stroycd. Thi'ii hi iJw riijhl hei/ai/il ll"-' cliiircli a ml il'.en to lid' left. Affpr cro-'^sing 
Ihr sinoni. hint U> Ihr right agdlii. n„d 100 jiards Jnrlh^'f- on. to the h ft . 

Oil' L-il'undrr hnioiu'l Hir 'riltiuji , (,l Ihr for L in the roiidjiike I.C IT) on the left 
(im's.s II j)/iiffan. und Ihroinjh the prcttv little A"illag»-of LandirevilBe in the Valley 
i'j the A.jrnn. Al Ihr mlnincr h, this rillugr. un Ihr Irft, thrrr /> an nitercsting 
rhitttau with turrets, one of A\iiirl! \\a.'i (h'stro\Td {/ihnln. />. 4-1). Bayonville, 
r» Int. til ijond Landres, /.v next rrarhrd. 

Sevei'al houses in Bayonville wci'C destroyed, the village having been 
fre(juen1ly bomheil by the Allied airmen during the Franeo-American oftci^sivc 
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i,AMin]:\ ii.Li';. ■Jill'; o\.\' iiiaiiai, w \i'u r'i;s'n;(iYi:i> ti.imm/i' 

(if Sc-pteniber-October, 191S. The badly damaged cliiiicli dates from the 
Kith eentuiv. but has been frequently restored. 

Aftij- piissiinj in ffotti of the church, fhc nxuJ hints jirsl in Ihr h fl, fin n in 
tilt ritjitt. At thtf end of the rillacje take I.C 12, whteli ettiiitis Hill 290, eiillnl 
I'litlevue. Looking back there is a fine vie«' over Bayoinille and the distiict 
of Romagnc-Bantheville. .'i km. 300 from Bai/oiiville, at the fork, take the lefl- 
hiiiift road ; picturesque run down to Buzancy (4 km. 41)0 from Baiionville). 

At the erii.s.'<-iriii/s on I.C 12, /((///• the fir.^t howi.^, lap .ilraiijht on rihimj 
Ji'iii dii (li'niriil ('lian-.ji to tin I'liiee (.'hiinzi/. The statue of Chanzy {born at 
Xouart, iri this (bstrict), \\hi(;h stood in this scjuare, was eariied a\\o\' li\' the 
Cirvmans. 




1 A .0M\ IIjLI.. I:CK JIAITE ill-: I.Kiil,lSK, Wnil llSOOl'S OF 
VHK 8'JTI1 I^■F. DIV., ON' NOV, 2, liJlS 
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Buzancy 

Euzancy was formerly a fortified towTi. In 1650, Turenne, after his 
defeat at Scmme-Py, retreated on Vouziers and thence to Buzancy. On 
.September 12, 1792, the toA\Ti was occupied by the Austrian troops under 
Clerfayt. on their march to Croix-aux-Bois. In October, after Valmy, the 
rearguard of the retreating army was attacked by Valence near Buzancy, 
the Republicans capturing a standard of the 6th Division of the Lifeguards 
from the Etnigrrs. This standard was taken to Dumouriez's headquarters 
and hung in the ^nndow of the Vouziers Chateau. Offered some days later 
to the Convention, the latter decided that this s\Tnbol of rebellion should be 
burned by the public executioner. 

On August 27, 1870. a reconnoitring party of two squadrons of the 
12th T'hasseurs of the French oth (Active) Corps, having passed through the 
to"wn. was climbing the opposite hill when they were attacked by Saxon 
Dragoons debouching from La Folic Wood. The Saxons, greatly superior 
in numbers, forced back the French to the entrance of the village ; but a 
third squadron coming to the rescue, the French attacked, and after a sharp 
tight, lasting half an hour, forced the Saxon Dragoons to retreat wp Sivry Hill. 
rnrsued by the French, the latter were finally stopped by the sudden umnask 
ing of enemy batteries. 

From 1914 to 1918 Buzancy was occupied by the Cermans who, at the end 
of October. 1918, hotly defended its approaches against the American First 
Army. The village was. however, taken and passed on Xovember 2. 

Several houses in the Rue Charles Coffin were burned down, ilost of the 
church is late 13th century. 

Take Blip du Chntean on the h.'fl of the Place Chaaz^'f. 

The Chateau de la Cour is supposed to have been built oa the site of a 
hquse" occupied by St, Kemi, Archbishop of Bheinxa. Two very lar^e sculpture^l 
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lions, prcscntfd l>\' Ijdiiis .W. to Kiui,' iStaiiislas and l>ron};li( from the C'hateaii 
of Luncviile, ornanK nt tin- nitrance. Of tin- ITtli-lStli rfntury chateau, 
only the outbuildings are left. 

The ^Mosque of Mahommed is a fraj^ment of a very olil sqinux! Ijuildiu"'. 
AeeordiuL' to tradition it was l>\iil( liyanohle .lean d'Auglure, a Crusader who, 
captured liy the .Mahoiunudans. ix'^iained his liberty by promising to build a 
niosijue. It seems more probable that this building is the remains of a lodge 
attaihed tu the Chateau de la Cour. 




L'lUMPIOSEll 
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iXKn.LE VILLAGE AND CHl-RCH, SEEN FROM i.C. 20, 
REFORE ENTEEIXi; THJ'; VILLAGE 



Take I .( '. G, n cottliniiftiioit of tJie line tin Clii'ile-rui, as far as Th^norgues 
(3/,7>?. %)0 from Buyiuri/). 

Before enferiny Tlirnofjnes, a Ciennan Ijurial ground 15 seen on ihe right 
in the communal cemetery. In front oj the church fake I.C. 20 on the left, which. 
"2 km. 100 further on, reaches Vcrpel. Beyond the clntrch of Verpel turn to 
the lefty mid immediately afterwards to the rir/hf. Ontsidr the villar/e, the I.C. 20 
divides ; keep straight on. Picturesque run down into tlic Agron Valley. 

Cross the Agron near a mill, reaching Champigneuiie, which stands on a 
hill. 4 km. 200 from Verpel. Numerous houses are in ruins. 'J'he I'oad passes 
in front of the very curious church, the nave of A\'hich has fallen in {photo 
below). On leaving the village, ihe road agai)i descends into the valley, re-crosse.-^ 
the Agron, then rises on the left vp Hill 182, on which stands the village of 
St. Juvin (2 km. from ChampjignenJle). Al Ihe entrance to the latter there is a 
lari^e (i^cnnan eemetcrv. 




4rf 



On Se]it(-mber 15, 1792, a strong riiissiiui detachment, under the command 
of Hiihenlohe, drove a small body of French troops from the village, forcing 
them liack on Senue. l-lighty foot-snldiers were taken prisoners and sent to 
the headquarters at Landres. Among them were seveial Alsatiansi whom the 
I'rinco of Prussia addressed in Oermau, offering to enrol them in his regiment, 
lait only one of them agreed to serve against France. 

In October. 1918, along the St. Juviu— Landres — St. (JcorgL'S line, the 
-\mericans dcliveied a long series of Herce assaults ujxin the " JBiuiiehilde " 
]n>sition. or second line of defence which the (ieinrans had prepared in this 
distiict. (In October II. 19IS, at the time when the .\niericans ajiproaclierl 
St. .bivin. the \illage was in flames. Its recapture proved difficult. (In 
llctolier 14, the .\mciicans outHanked it on the north, and on tlu5 Ifilli, 
I'eganlless of their hea\-y losses, they succeeded in taking it inch by im-h. 
and in gaining the ])ositions of St. (.{eoiges anfl Laudres-St. (Georges. (In 
the Kith they were Hghting in Champignenlle on the west <if St. (Jcorges. 
and holcUng the Chatillon Hill on the south of Landres. P,y the ISth tie-y 
had occupii'd lioth these villages. 

,St. .Juvin is dominated by its church- one of the nuwt interesting of the 
fortitied churches in this district — which, in the dLstance, looks like a foitress. 
Its high thick A\alls. A\ith narrow A^indows and occasional loo])hiiles at the 
top. form a parallelogram, Hanked at each corner bv a round tower -with 
rorbcls. 

In the interior of the church there is a well and an oven. Dating froiu the 
early part of the 17th century, it was rebuilt between 1615 and Kii.') on the 
site of the old church destroyed under the League about 1552. Some of 
the iclics of the patron-saint of the Paiish, St. Juvin, were; preserved in a shrine 
of gilded bronze. 

The Fountain of St. .Tuviii, situated bi-twccn the Woods of Marcq and 
(^'ornay, is frequented by peasant pilgrims «ho invoke the Saint to cure their 
sick ])igs Failing a visit to the well, the peasants touch the shrine in the 
chin'( h with a jjiece of bread, which is afterwards given to the animals. 
The church contains a statue of St. .Juvin, depicted \\ith a stick in his hand 
and two ])igs at his feet. There is a legend that St. .[u\in was the disciple 
of .^t. ( Iricic, the .Martyr of Senuc. One day when he «'as «'alking with Oi'icle 
anil his sistc's (Oiicule ajid Basilique), they had to cross the Aisne near Senuc 





vare:sNks-kx-ahuom>"e, seen i-'nu^r k. 4G in the uitkr town 

Un til,: ri'jtfl: Thr niuied Church. In the f(ire'jmiiiv) : The nii:cr Aire. 

at the "Ford of Jladanie jVnciaux." Oriele's sister.s had lifted their skirts 
before entering the water, and Juvin, who was behmd them, exclaimed : 
" Oricle, Oriole, what tine legs your sisters have." Oriole, m anger, repri- 
manded Juvin seveiely, and oondemned him to keep pigs for the rest of his 
life, wliioh is why Juvin, up to his death, kept pigs in the heart of the forest, 
round the well which to this day bears Itis name. 

After visiting the church keep .straight o)i, leaving the St. Georges road on 
the left, and on the right, that leading to Graiulpre. After a rather .steep descent, 
turn to the left along y. 46, at the end of the village. 

Follow the Valley of the Aire to Fi^viile (4 hn. 200 from St. Juvin), which 
escaped practically unscathed. 4 hn. further on N. 46 passes close to Apremont, 
then orer a ridge, from the top of ivhich Va.uquois Hill, now quite bare, oomes 
uito view on the right. From here, a rather steep descent brings the tourist to 
Varennes {1 Xin. from Fleville). 



Varennes 

This little town, made famous by the arrest of Louis XVI. was almost 
completely destroyed. 

Li September. 1914, it was occupied by the Germans, A\ho converted it 
mto a fortress. On September 26, 1918, the tirst day of the Franco-American 
offensive, it ■\\as retaken by the American First Army in a single charge. 

The River Aire divides the tovii uito tvo parts : the upper town on the 
left bank, and the lower on the right bank. The visit to the upper town 
will be made on the second day (see p. 68). 
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X. 4f) coinuir/ frt/iii Fh'rillp, prixsia the cliurrli (lii.tl. iiii>}i.~ jilmln-i ,,J,-irr 
mill hcloir). 

The three-sided apse of this churcli, \\-ith its line windows, dates fium tin' 
14th or lotli century ; the faeade and thi- tiiwcr fioin the 18th. 

The Hotel du Grand ('erf, near the chureh, contains carved presses and 
pretty Argonnc earthenware. 

The bridge over the Aire, from whieli thei'C is a pretty view of the ifvei', 
connects the npper and lower town. 

Befnre rrnss'unj Ihe hrirhjr. liiLr (i.C. :!S l<i Ihr h fl. 1 /,■/». StlH /to;// Vareiiii'-s : 
hare ll/e f'lirpjn/ inati mi fhr hj!, (ni'l l.-'rp uti /// ///<- illrrrlion r//' Vauquois, the 
f/arc crest of which is seen //// llir riijht. 

.3 kill. 'M) from Vareiini.i, mi Ihr riijlil. /.< ii x'irri nf ir'ili'r.hfhiiirj whirh ris?-s 
Vauquois Hill. One hintilrnl ijiii-ils j'lirl/ier ////, nl a ■small //'oor/, leave llie ear 
mill hike mi fool llie [hiifl] rniul on the rie/Iit for nhoiif 401) i/^irih, to a^ square 
((instructe 1 in cement and stone. This was a German t'ommand-Post 
ijiliolo. ]>■ o2). Oil the left of this hiiihliiir/, folloii' fl siiieiU ivimliiig path up to 
Vctuquois Crest. 

(The visit on foot to A'auquois f'rest takes an hour.) 
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PAXOEAMIC VIEW OF VAUgVUJS CEEST 




ZsKAi; ^■AUQUOIS. oekmam post of commaxdme^:t, aftkb 
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Vaiuquois 

\ auqiiuis i> nnv {jf il;r laiiii.ius spnts nt tiic Ai>:(Hinr lialtleliclil. Thr- 
I i; Miians ti)i)k it in Sc-|itrnil)i'r, l!l|4. diirinu' a stuni^" attail< on the I^^i'cuch 
.■{ill Aiiiiw in till ii i-iinrts tn cnrircli' Wniini. 'i'lii' liiliii- mnccalr;! their 
1 i|n-ratii)ns tu tlir nnitli nf X'aixjuK's. inxcitil tin n■-\"i(■tuailiIl^ uf thv Ar^ruiiue 
fi'int Ijy till- Four-de-['aiis road, ami alK.>\c ali fiunishcd theiv artillery 
«itli an excellent observation-post. 'I'lu- ini])ortanee of the po-sition eaused 
the (Jirmans to eoiufrt it into a xeritalile fortress. Cavi s were madi. in the 
reek and ennnei.'teii Ii\' iiiiderirn.iiiiil passaL^es The stieets of the \illaize 
were e\ea\-ated. so that the \entdioles of the i-i liars foiim I loop-holes on a 
le\'el with a man's Iread. Tile ^^alls id the houses aiiil Liai'deiis were iiattle- 
niented. and trenehes weie due' in the slopi s in front of the \ ilhiLie. 'i'lu 
jiositiou was siippiorfid and tiauked l)\ the lmims in tin Woods of ( 'heppw 
.Montfaneon and Ai'eoinie. A]i]iroaeli was the more didieiiit. in th.it the 
position "was .surronnrle.l on alt sides lj\- ra\iiies and v/'e/s, whieh pro\ided 
adniirahle tirin<; positions for the maeh iiie-i:iiii< 

This form ida hie position, w liieh e.irlier in the war. he I ore I lie imjiro\ eiiieiit 
in t-he Kreneh artillei\" would ]ia\'e heen eonsideied impieL:iial'!e. was taken 
hy tile Freneh lllfli' Intantry l)i\isioii after heroic saeihiees. The lirst 
assaults espieialiy, made without aitillery ]ire|iaration or -upport, eo~t the 
splenrlid Fn-neli Infantry heavy losses. 

The hrst attaek was 'made on Oeloher 2S, I'.IU. li\- two hattaiions of the 
46th Regiment of thi- Hue. I'he French front lines were then oil tile Mnniduii 
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Blanc, facing ^'auquois. Two companies debouching from Xoir Wood 
attacked the western slopes of Vauquois, the sections deployed in skirmishing 
order, without artillery preparation, and \Adthout a single big French gun 
being tired on the village. As the men dashed foiward up the slop?s they 
"were shot do\m b}' the carefully concealed German riflemen, but contmued 
nevertheless to advance, in spite of the rain of bullets, till an avalanche of 
big Geraian shells over\\helmed and scattered them. At the end of half 
an hour almost all of them were out of action. 

The second assault was made on the following day (the 2'.)th). after a very 
short artilleiy preparation, during ^hich only a few shells \\"ere tired, most 
of which failed to burst. Fresh companies attacked further to the right, 
near the Cigalerie. The men charged with the bayonet, but as on the 
previous day, "were mo^\^l do^\Tl by the German machine-guns and rifles, 
and failed, after heavy losses. At night, an attempt to rescue the wounded 
left on the field was unsuccessful, the enemy firing pitilessly on the stretcher- 
bearers, in spite of the Red Cross lantern. 

The third assault was carried out on February 17. 1915. h\ the 76th. 31st 
and 46th Infantry Regiments. This time the operation, which almost 
succeeded, was better prepared. The French artillery had improved its 
equipment and methods, being now better adapted to stationar}- warfare. The 
artillery- preparation Avith guns of 7o, 95, 150. 155 and 270 mm. lasted more 
than twelve hours. The 31st Regiment of the line chargefl into Vauquois, 
and reached the ruins of the church, but, caught by the tire of the Argonne 
and ilontfaucon batteries, and that of the machine -gams of Cheppy. it was 
forced, after heaA-^" losses, to fall l>ack. Abandoning the plateau, this regiment 
held on half-way do^xw the hill. 

The fourth assault was made on February 28, under further improved 
conditions. A plan of the A'illage. of which only the ruins were left, ^'as issued 
to the troops. Each company had its precise objectives assigned to it. and 
the men were armed, for the first time, with the new hand-grenades, charged 
Avith melinite. The bombardment began at dawn. Big guns shattered the 
shelters, and 75"s, hoisted to the top of the MameJon Blanc, fed by infantry. 
Avho carried up the shells on their backs, fired directly on the village. ^Mien 
the attack began, the band of the 46th Regiment of the line, stationed at 
the bottom of the ra\dne. played the " 3Iarseil!aise.'' Within a few minutes 
a number of the bandsmen fell killed or wounded, but the survivors sounded 
the charge, and the storming Avaves of the fi9th, 76th and 4fith Regiments 
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(lashed for«aiil. Bulk-ts and .shells soon silenceil the iimsic : of fifteen 
bandsmen, only five escaped unwounded, but the companies leadinf,' the clia]ge 
Mere by this time climbing the slopes of Vauquois. At the divisional obserxa- 
tion-post. General Valdant. who was following the attack, turning with great 
emotion to his officers, raised his k:;pi, and sai<l : " Gentlemen, sal\ite ! 
The tight «-as stubborn ; twice the troops, dashing from one shell-hole to 
another, reached the plateau, the second time standing firm. The houses 
\\ere taken one by one, and the church reached. The? village had been wiped 
out — only shell-holes, heaps rjf .stones, bits of walls and shattered cellars 
remained. Throughout thi- ne.xt day the (Jermans shelled the defenders, 
M'ho \\ere armed only wiih rifles. Outflanked, the Fi'cnch were slowly forced 
Ijack from shell-hole to shell-hole, fighting all the time, but their line of defence, 
organised imder fire on the edge of the plateau, brought the enemy to a 
standstill. At 2 p.m. the French infantry, for the lifth time, stornierl the 
A'illage, carried the German trenches, entered the ruins, and within half an 
hour drove back the enemy at thi' point of the bayonet. At .'), 4, 5 and 
5.30p.m., the Germans counter-attacked; but although troops of fourteen 
different units \\ere successively laiuiched, they could not dislodge the French 
from the main street. Twice during the night they tried, in vain, to take- the 
church. For four days and nights, luiiler an incessant pounding by high- 
explosive shells and a rain of bullets, the French troops held on, witlunit 
su|iplies, dependent for theii' food on the rations taken from the dearl. The 
Golonial infanti-y, who for a short time relie\-ed the attacking troo]is, «ere 
rleciraated in a few days. The Germans were alieady making use of a powerful 
iiiliienwerfer, to which the French coidd only rejily Mith hastily-de\ised 
moitars roughly made out of 77 mm. shell-cases, ami w Inch carrieil only 
lOU-150 yards. It was an unequal contest. The (Jt^i'mans attacked almost 
every night, but were repulserl with hand-grenades and riHe Are, sometimes 
■xxith the bayonet. The position became lUiteTiable. and the Kicneh had either 
to retreat or advance Once more thi'v attacked. On the ;iltci'noon of 




Vn-'AV OF THK MINE CKATKRS, WHEBE VAUQUOIS VILLAGE USED TO STAND 
(Seen frcin tlie credit of Vavrpiois Itidge.) In the hackgrmuuJ : Arf/onne Fvre.^t. 

ilarrli 4, tlie 7(jth REginicnt of the liiu- took tho German trenches «-est of the 
church, reaching the wall of the cemetery, in spite of enemy grenades and 
mines. On the 5th a German counter-attaclc was repulsed and the capture 
of Vauquois by the French was definitive. During the night of the 1.5th-16th, 
a fresh German attack was easily repulsed. "On the 16th, at the Cigalerie. 
which during the attacks of Februaiy and Jlarch had served as a dressing 
station. Standard-bearer Collignon, of the 46th Regiment of the line, ('ouneillor 
of State, and former Secretary-General to the Presidency of the Republic, 
who had voluntarily enlisted at the age of fifty-eight, was killed by the explosion 
of a shell while trying to rescue a wounded man belonging to the 76th Regiment 
of the line. Ever since, at Regimental roll-calls, his name follows that of 
La Tour d'Auvergne, and the reply is made: " Died on the field of honour." 

Cazeneuve, of the Opi'ra Coniiqiie, Adjutant of the 4fith Regiment of the 
line, who had volunteered at the age of fifty-four, was also killed at Vauquois 
by a bomb M'hieh shattered his dug-out. 

Vauquois for long remained a pai'ticulai'ly dangerous sector, the scene 
of frequent hand-to-hand struggles, of mining and counter-mining, and of 
continuous bombardment. The Germans were not reconciled to the loss of 
this ])Osition, A\hich gave the p^rench an outlook, over Varennes and the road 
which formed a continuation of the light railway which they had built between 
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]\[outfaacou and S[iiiir()iii't. On Mai'ch 22, 1(115, luvii- th ■ I'uiiiH of the church, 
they attacked a tieiuh \\itli liquid hie. Mines were exploded almost every 
month, followed by lighting for jjossession of the craters. Engagements o£ 
this nature took jilaee on April 5, .Tuly 2(5, August 3, iS(^])tember 4, 
Xovember 18 and 21, and Decembci 1(1, l'.)1.5, and on .lanuary 13 and l(j, 
Febi-uary 3, and March 2i, lillli. 

The Battle of Verdun M'as folIo\\'cd by a period of comparative calm la 
this sector, both sides practically abandoniug minc^ ^^arfare. In 1917 there 
\\as hardly anything but hand-to-hand lighting, and a tew more or less 
imjiortant raids. Three times during the first three m')nths of 1918, the 
French carried out important raids in this region. On i\larch 17 especially, 
along a front of 1,400 yards, they advanced to a depth of 800 yards into the 
enem\- lines, and brought back about a hundred prisoners. On September 2G, 
1918, the first day of the Franco -American offensive, the outskirts to the 
north of Vau(£iiois were completely cleared, while Boureuilles was taken by 
the Americans. 




The ridge, which rose 3!)(> feet above the \'alley "f the .^ire, and more than 
2."iO feet above that of the Buanthc. is no longer n-cognisable, the bombard- 
ments and mine-e.xplosions have shattered, and, so to sjjcak, decapitated it. 
The sight is impressive ; mine crateis have swallowerl up the village ; trenches, 
shelters, barbed-wire are all that remain {pJiolos. p. 55). 

The view extends as far as Clermont-en-Argoinie. 

After visiliiig Vaiiquois, return In and follow < !.(_'. 38. The original front 
li]ies are soon crossed. Cheppy Wood on the left and Hesse Forest on the 
right were cut to pieces by the shells. The ground is co\'ered A\ith defence- 
works. 6 km. .5(J0 lieyond Varennes tin mii'l illriilrx mi tlir nhje of lIiKse Forest, 
ti.C'.'.ia running to the left, toir((rils Jroroiirt. 'I'nl:e tin rii/lit-lirinil road 
{I.e. (30), which enters the forest. Numerous French military works, and soaie 
gun emplacements, may be seen along the road. The road to liicicourt, on 
the left, is soon passed. 

f^'f/niinfj out rjf the forr.st /.C W rro-ii.^es ii plutetiit, thni reaches Aubr^ville 
(14 km. from Varennes). 
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CLEEMONT-EX-ARGUNNK. PANORAMIC VIKW OF COCXTItV LOOKING 
TOWARDS YAUQUOIS 

Cro.^v the raihrati (I.e.) near iJie slalioii. then the Conzance Hirer, ami enter 
the ruins of Aubreville (photo, p. 57). At the end, of the village the road forks ; 
keep straight along I.C. 60, which crosses first the Aire, then the raihray (I.e.). 
The Ridge of Clermont-en-Argonnc .^non comes into view. 

The road joins that learling to Neuvillij ; cross the bridge over the railway 
and. enter Clermont, eornimj oiil at the Place de la Mairie. 



Cler men t-en- Argon ne 

The history of this picturesque little towii, which was the capital of the 
old Comte of Clermont, has been a troubled one. In 719, Charles-Martel 
gave it and its dependencies to the Bishop of Verdun. In 1094 it was taken 
by an adventurer named Odon, and recaptured from him by the Bishop of 
Verdun. In 1110, Dudon, Count of Clermont, having insulted the Bishop of 
Verdun, the town was besieged by the Emperor. In the subsequent struggles 
bet«-ccn the Bishops of Verdun and the Counts of Bar for the possession of 
the town, it was several times besieged and burnt. The Counts of Bar, who 
finally gained the upper hand, on the condition that they would pay homage 
to the Bishops of Verdun, strongly fortihed it. A fortress, added by Henri II., 
Count of Bar, in the 13th century, was built on the St. Anne Plateau. Letters 
of enfranchisement were given to the inhabitants of the fortress by Count 
Tiebault II. in 1240, and to the people of the town by the Duke Henri IV. in 
1339. In 13;54. Yolande of Flander.s, Countess of Longueville, Bar. and Cassel, 
had a mint at ( 'lermont. In 1539, Clermont became a feudatorv state of the 
Empire. Ceded to France in 1634 by the Treaty of Liverdun (confinned by 
the Treaty of the Pvrenees in 1659) it was definitely incorporated in France 
by the Treaty of Paris on March 29, 1641. In 1648, Louis XIII. settled it 
on the Cireat Conde, whose family held it until the Revolution. During the 
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LLI'^RMO^l'-KN-AnilONNE. Uj;M';KAL \li;\V OF IC^1^S, t^i:i:^ iUOM THE 
TEEHACF, OF THK CHritCH 



Fraiiih', Clermont took p:irt in the war of t]ie rebel prinets ; in 1()54, the town 
was besieged by the royal troops, the siege being eondueted by \'anban. 
who had himst If fortified the place in f 652. On Xovember 8, 1654, the Marquis 
d( Riberpray took the fortress and church by assault, and ou the 22nd, after 
a siegi' lasting one month, the to«n surrendered. The upper town and 
the fortress were entirely destroyed, a\ hile the peasants of the surrounding 
district were made to pull down the fortress. Clermont and its dependencies 
were added to the national domain in 1790. In 1792, Clermont was occu])ied 
by the Austrian and Hessian troops under Hohenlohe. On Sejitember II, 
enemy hussai-s surprised and captured some French troojis near Cleiniont. 
kYio. while foraging, had lost their way in the fog; they also surrounded 
a company of infantry in the gardens of the to\ra. On iSeptendier 'UK the 
I'rench, who were holding the jiass of Les Islettes, took their revenge on the 
Hessians. The latter, held up by the Hre of the French artillery, were forced 
to retreat, and the sharpshooters unrlcr .Marceau, drove them back to the 
gardens of Clei'inont. 

In 1914, (.'krmont was occupi^'d by (a/rman troops of the Crown Prince's 
Army. The town was almost deserted, with the e.xce])tion of the old men's 
asylimi, in which the pensioners remained under the care of Sister Uabrielle. 
During the night of September 4, the 121st and I22nd Wurtemberg Regi- 
ments broke in the dooi's of the houses A\ith the butt-ends of their rifles and 
|)illaged the town. At the asylum, aftei' smashing the doors, ofti<ers entered 
with revolvers in their hands, but Sister <.)abrielle, smrounded by her nuns and 
the inmates, i-eceived the invaders, and by her Hrm demeanour won their 
r(spect. In the rest of the town the pillaging went on throughout the day. 
About noon a Cei'man soldiei' started an ineen'iiar\- lire ; cvetythinff ^\■a3 
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biirnod or (lestvoyed. with the exception of tlie as\iiiin. wiiich o\\-eil its e.^oape 
to Sister Gal:>rielle. 

At the Place de la Mairte liini to the riijht into the Urattd Rue. 

To visit the interesting chureh of St. Didier (tiisl. iiion.) climb Ike rather 
steep Rue Casimir-Bonjonr {accessible to motor-cars), totlie terrace on ichich stands 
the church. Very tine vieA\'. 

The C'hurcli of St. Didier dates from the IGth century. The date of the 
clioir (15.30) is carved on the keystone of the vaulting. The three naves and 
main portal were added in 1.596. However, the building as a ^\'hole is pointed- 
fiamljoyant in style, the ogive being preser\'ed in the arches, vaultings and 
transept. The Renaissance style appears only in the decoration of the 
capitals, the consoles in the interior, and the doors. The western facade is 
late Renaissance, and must have been completed about the beginning of the 
17th century. Its two arched portals retain their old wooden folding-doors 




CLi■:H310NT-EX-AKG0N^"F.. 01. D WOMAN' CiiNTEMI'LATIXti 

RUINS OF HEK HOUSK, TtUE CASIWIR-BGNJOI'R, 
NEAR CHCRCH 



ornamented with rose-headed nails. Above, ill a niche surmounted by a fine 
rose-mndow, is a modern statue. On the south, an ancient corner turret 
was rebuilt in 1728. The facade bears the escutcheon and cro\nied monogram 
of Henri de Lorraine, Duke of Bar. 

The interior of the choir is imposing. The apse is six-sided — rather an 
uncommon arrangement. 

In the " CUiapelle des Morts," which opens off the northern nave, near the 
transei^t, there is a Renaissance tomb with a remarkable bas-relief ; below is 
depicted a nude body lying in a grave, being devoured by worms ; aliove, 
three successive panels represent the Weighing of Souls, the jMirror of Death, 
and Purgatory. Each subject is accompanied by an inscription in French 
verse carved in fine black Gothic characters. There are few sculptural repre- 
sentations of Purgatory earlier than the 10th centui-y, and this is one of the 
earliest examples to be found. 

The Presbytery.- -The Presbytery, standing in a narrow street which 
runs along the south side of the church, is an old wooden building, the interior 
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iif M'hich is in a. jiei'feet state of ]iMscr\-aticiii 

luoilcl dating fro7ii 1530, which 

was l)rought frnm the Chapel of 

St. Anne . This model, attributed 

to Ligier Richier, represents tlie 

\'irgin receiving the body of 

f'hrist after it had been taken 

flown from the Cross. It has 

l)ccn imperfectly I'C-stored and 
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Chapel of St. Anne. — Above 
the church, on the to]) of the 
St. Ainie Plateau, \\here the 
foitiiss used to stand, there now 
ri-maius only an nnpretending 
chapel, nnich fic(j iicnted by jiil- 
grims. ^jlic laiilding lias a 
«'00(h'n front, surnionutcil by a 
small steeple, and a stone rboii 
with pointed -vaidliiig, the Ham- 
boyant ornament being in thi- 
same style as that of the St. 
Didier Church. Four aiici( iit eluis 
give shade to the |iai\is and rise 
high above the steeple inside 
i.s a sepulchre uitli si.\ almost 
life-size statues, ac(piired in 18ill 
when the t'hurch of the Minimes 
of \'erdun was pulled do\\-n. Thi-ee 
only of these statues, the three 
.Mari(s, all painted, are late lOth 
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century. The finest, which is in the centre, is attributed by some to Ligier 
Richier, but this appreciation is open to question. Xear by there is a 
hermitage, which at the begmning of the 17th century belonged to the 
Benedictines, and later to the Franciscans. In 1845, the to\^'n of Clermont 
accjuired the -whole plateau, the promenade, hermitage and the chapel. 
From the plateau — the highest point in the Argonne — there is a tine and 
very extensive view over the Forest of Argonne on the left, and the Forest 
of Hesse on the right, ^\'hile the \'auquois-Montfaucon ridge appears in the 
distance. 
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Hiliini III iiirl I'lilliiir tlic Omiid Kiir irliich, niilxiilr l/ir Inini, liri-:ii,irs X. .'! 
'iti'f /•nn.'< iihnii/.^iilr tlii' nilbrn/ to Les Islcttcs (5 /.'///. SIMf). 

This large market town marks the centre of the valley. In I71S9, Arthur 
\ ouiig. iti his " Travels in France, " describerl it as a " heap of mnil and 
maum'e." Since then it has been drained and embellisherl. Thatched roofs 
are still common there. Its glass-making imlnstiy which foimerly tlijiiiished, 
has greatly declined. 

( )n September 17-20. 1792, while the Prussian Army was advancing towards 
the Chalons road anil fighting at Valmy, the Austro -Hessians of the Ijand- 
grave of Hesse and of Hohenlohe Kirchberg made two demonstrations against 
Les Islettes, but were promptly checked by the French. Dui'ing the action 
of September 20, a bullet killed a. gunner near the Landgrave, wUo was liimself 
unhi>rse;l. 

tn l!tl4, the tunnel of Les Islettes, though mined, was intact on September 
)! when the (iermans took the village. A fortnight later the (lermans, driven 
northwards by the French, evacuate.i the \-illage. The Crown Pi'ince, unable 
to resign himself to the lo.ss of this capital position on the Ch:"dons-\'crdun 







i,i:s isijrmos, aftkCi the p.nMBAiieiiKX i' 



road and railway, for a vhole year (until the French offensive of September, 
JJH.'), in Champagne) made strenuous efforts to retake Les Islettes, in order to 
cut this important railway and turn \'erdun. However, his numerous attempts 
to crush in the French line all failed. Only once (June 29, 1915) did his troops 
sei-iously threaten the position. On that occasion they got within 8 km. of 
the station, but a formidable barrage by the 75's held them, and French 
reserves hurriedly brought up soon drove them back beyond the Four-de- 
Paris. Throughout the war the town was an important military centre, 
(general Headquarters, anrl food, clothing, and munitions depots fieing esta- 
blished there. 

The town, which was somewhat ilamagcrl by the bombardun-nts. contains a 
\'ery large French military cem( tciy. 

Outxiile Ike tomt, the road d'niihs ii Ktef]) sIojip ami f)itrr-i thr /on.s7. Pivtly 
vie«- of Les Islettes and the Foi'cst of Argonne (on the left). 

X. .'! »f.ri reachef! Grange-aux-Bois {f) km. het/ond Lp.'! I.<<h'lti:^]. wliicli taki's 
its name from a house and grange, foiincily the den of a gang of c\it-throats 
who were wiped out in 1514, 
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The church is of no particular architectural interest, although it contains 
some curious statues, notably that of St. Nicolas (18th century) o\'cr the altar 
in the right aisle. 

St. MenehoulQi is iie.ii readied (SI /.■;«.). after a pleasant run do«ii the 
shafly AveniK' Victor Hugo, irhicJi crosses fhe Aisne. 

Sainte-Menehould 

The origin of this to-.vn is uncertain, and its history prior to the Merovingian 
epoch obscure. Judging by the Gallo-Roman relics and graves discovered 
in the neighbourhood, it seems probable that at an early date a Pagan temple 
or Gallo-Roman castrvm stood on the rock encircled by the two arms of the 
/Visne. Houses gradually arose about the fortress — an important stronghold 
prior to the 5th century. During that century. Count Sygmar held assizes 
in the chateau. iSygmar and his seven daughters were Christians. One 
of the latter, Manechildis or Manehildis, being of a religious tui'n of mind, 
devoted herself to the care of the sick and poor, and was greatly beloved in 
tonsequence. After her death she was honoured by the people as a saint, 
and the town then took her name, 8t. Menehould. 

During the wars of Chilperic against Sigebert the town was partly 
destroyed. More than a hundred years later, towards the end of the 
7th century. Drogon. Duke of Champagne, son of Pepin of Heristal, rebuilt 
the castle and surroundel the rock with ramparts. St. Menehould was 
frequently besieged. In the 11th century it was attacked by troops of the 
Duke of Lorraine and the Bishop of Verdun. In the 12th century the castle 
fell into the hands of a robber-chief, Albert or Aubert, who plundered the 
Bishoprics of Verdun and Chalons. At the end of the 12th century jSt. Mene- 
hould was finally included in the County of Champagne. It became French 
in the 13th century, after the union of Champagne Avith France. in 
13!)S, Charlts VI. built a wall round the town proper. In 142.'}, the English 
took the to\\n, but the Constable of Eichemont recaptured it in 1435. hi 
1.545, Marini, an Italian engineer, built a new hue of ramparts A\"ith moats 
and four gates. Several years later the town, ravaged by plague, A\'as 
attacked by Antoine de Cory, the Cialvinist, who, however, failed to take it. 
Under the League, the Ciovernor, Mondreville, sided ^Wth the Guises, but 
could not shake the allegiance of the burgesses to Henri III. On May 1, 
1589, Antoine de Saint-Paul, a leader of the League, pursued the royal troops 
as far as the gates of the to\\ai, but the burgesses forced them to retreat after 
a battle lasting two hours. In 1590 the Duke of Lorraine tried in vain to 
reduce the towTi by force. In JMarcli, 1603, Henri IV., after renouncing 
the Protestant faith, visited the faithful city, accomjianied bj^ JIarie de Medicis. 
In l(il3, the Prince of Conde and the Duke of Nevers took the castle by 
surprise and forced the burgesses to lay down their arms. In 1030, Marillac 
\\'as imprisoned in the castle for several months. In December, 1631, and 
-lannary, 1632, Louis XIII. stayed in the town. In 1(334. the Kmg ordered 
the castle to be pulled down; by mistake the walls of the town were also 
razed, and in 1635 they had to be rebuilt. In October, 1652, during the 
Fronde, the Gi'eat Concle, mth an army of 15,000 to 16,000 men and two 
guns, laid siege to the town, which eventually capitulated. ^Wth the honours 
of war, after thiiteen days of tiench warfare and three assaults. In October 
01 the following year the royal troops besieged the town in their turn and 
forced the garrison to surrender. This siege of 1653 was the last to which 
the town was subjected. In 1712, St. Menehould had to pay a war-levy 
to the Dutch robber-chief Growenstein. On the night of August 7, 1719, 
the town was almost entirely destroyed by fire. It A\as at St. JMenehould 
in 1791 that Louis XVI., while attemptmg to escape from France, was recog- 
nised by Drouet, son of the postmaster of Varennes. On September 3, 1792, 
the body of Beaurepaire, Military Commander of A'crdun, who committed 



slliridc lathcl' llian sin rcu Ic^' Id llir I 'ihs ^i.iim, mms Inliii-I in tlh- \n\\u 
cciiu-ti'iA'- It \\as ln'fni'c St. Mcni liouli I that IJiiiiujiii'ii'z cstalilislicil liiriisi-lf 
«luli- awaitiui;- tlir anixal (if Kcllisiiiaiiii. \.hii defcati'il thi- I'nissians at 
\'aliiiy ill Sc|itrinlii'r L>l», 1792. 

In l'.l|4. till- t'lwii was tnr a Iniii; timi- iir,ai|iii'.l liy tlii' I'lii-iuv. Iviily 
in Au,i;iist (if that year, tin- first i( fugccs fvdin tlic ncif^lilidiiilKinil (if Liiii;;\vv, 
Longuvoii, Auilun-lc-liiiniaii, airl the i'.'L;i(iii (if tlic Miaisc icachcil 
St. Jlenehoulil. (In Jlmiday, August L'4, tlic ^ims in the nuitli-cast (if the 
Argoune wt-ic heard in the tdun. On the. 'fist the sdiind (if f he caniKinadi 
drew nearu-. and refugees from the Anlennes Hiieke.i in, (ei-iifyiiig the 
iiihahitants ^^ith stoiies (if (-lerman pillage and at loeities. (In Se]itenil)er i, 
the horizon touavds Jlonthois was lit up hy the iiieendiary hies, and the 
next (lay the people were advised to leave the town. The hanks elosed, and 
many of the iiihatiitants left the eity, the trains in the cm iiing lieing literally 
taken liy storm. The last train left at alioiit ti ii d'eloek (in the morning (if 
th.e IJrd. Karly in the morning of the 4th, the last l''r( iieli troops mareheil 
through the town on their way to \'errii'ics. At S..'!ll eompaiiies of a Prussian 
llesia've Corjis, ]ireeed(d h\ ' I'lilans entuvd St . .Mi in hould liy the .Moire- 
iiiont road and destrcjytil the tt h gia]ihie and lekphoiiie apjiaralus at th(^ 
|(ist-otHee and the station. The Germans, exasperat(:l \iy the evacuation 
(if the inhaljitants, hastened to pillage the deserted houses and shops. The 
tiihaeeo warehouse, the Caitfa stores, and the eeliars of (jluesiul the wine- 
un reliant were em]itied and the contents sent away on army waggons. 

Of the ];opiilation only eighty-two men had reniaini_d, twehc of whom 
weri' obliged to present thcnisclvis ( aeh morning at six o'clock liefore the 
Konimaiidantiir, as sui'cty for the order and jieace of the town. Six men by 
day and si.\ by night weir- kept as hostages by the (■erman sentrii s, iirst at 
the i\faison \'iard, \\'h(^i( the Kommandaiitur was housed, and then at the 
H('itel-de-JIetz. The ]\layor was kept laisy by the (.Jiamaii iei|nisiti(ins. 
From Xettancourt, where the Crown I'rhice was n |i(irted to be, came an 
officei- to demand champagne, tine \\ines, and liqueurs. On the Jfayor's 
declaring that there was nothing left the officer lost his temjier and threatened 
to have him shot, (kncral von SehaeHendorf, commanding the \Tth 
Artillery Corps, took up his residence at the Chateau do la Mignonnerie. 
Headijuarters were established hi the ^Maison ('(^raudel, Paie de la Force, 
when' the Duke of Wuitcmlierg was erroneously reported to have been 
housed. The ablediodied men of the town were eommandecreil tor fatigue- 
dnty and for the cleaning of the strei ts. A day or two before evacuating 
the town, the Germami requisitioned (i, 11(10 liottles of claret, but left them 
behind in the hurry of their de'partuie. 

On September 13, a cannonaele was heard from the south. On the 14th, 
there was great excite-ment in the (Jerman garrison, re-gimental baggage- 
trains passed through the to«n northwards, and the Staff preparcel to leave. 
In the morning the enemy troops streamer! along the Verriil'res and Daucinirt 
roads, soon followed by the garrison anel waggon-loads of stolen furniture. 
The JIunieipal Buildings, Savings Banks and Post-office were full of (Jerman 
sick and \^■ounded, only jiart of whom eoulel bo evacuated through lack of 
ambulances. There was a speeding up of the retreat, resulting in great 
confusion, the bridge, Fauboui'g de Verriiires and Ruo de Vitry being eiKami- 
bereel \\ith CJerman troops on the way to Moiie'mont and ('hauelefontaine. 
Shortly afterwards an enemy battery of 77's, which had taken up a. jiositiem 
on the Vcrrieres road, withdrew at a gallop through the town, while the 
last fjJerman troops fled along the Rue de Pros towards the Pont des Maure's. 
Almost immediately afterwards the 1^'reneh artillery occupied the lidge of 
Bel-Air and opened hie on the retreating enemy columns. At about r).:W |).m. 
the French advance-guards, cyclists and light cavalry entered St. Rfenehonld. 
A Prussian laggard -was shot in the Avenue Kellermann, on his refusal to 
rn D 
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surrender. At 7 p.m. General Cordonnier arrived in the town, whicli w'as 
occupied Ijy the 51st Regiment of the line, and a continuous stream of French 
troops passed through, following up the pursuit in the direction of Ville- 
sur-Tourbe, Vienne-la-Ville and JFlorent. 

While the trench w^arfare lasted the headquarters, suppl3^-dep.')ts and 
hospitals for the Argonne front were centred in St. Menehould, and for four 
years it was entirely given over to military activities. Frequently bom- 
barded, the first shells were fired at the station at 4..30 a.m. on April 26, 191.5. 
when some houses were struck and two civilians killed. On July 20 of the 
same year another bombardment was directed by aeroplanes. At 1.30 a.m. 
on August 28, an aeroplane dropped a few bombs. On iSepteniber 14, a 
heavy bombardment set fire to the evacuation hospital, killing two civilians, 
one of whom, M. Boequillon, the Deputy Mayor (acting for the Mayor, who 
was ill), was struck on his way to the HiHel-de-Ville. 

During 1918 the town was frequenth' bombed by enemy aeroplanes. 



A VISIT TO THE TOWN 

On arriving by the Aveime Viclor Hugo, after crossing Ihe bridge over the 
Aisne, the Gendarmerie, at No. 8 on the right, should be noticed. It is the 
old post-house where Louis XVI. was recognised during his flight in 1791. 
Over a door which opens into the Rue de la Porte-des-Bois, the word " Poste " 
carved in the stone may still be seen. 

The royal carriage stopped near this post-house in broad dayhght, 
arousing the curiositjr of the bystanders by its imposing appearance and by 
the respect paid to the traveller and his family by the members of his suite. 
The postmaster, Drouet, thought he recognised Louis XVI., whom he had 
seen at Versailles, and he was confirmed ui his fielief by an assignat (paper 
money) with the king's head stamped upon it, which had just been given him. 

After the departure of the carriage, Drouet followed it to Vareimes, 
where he caught it up and had the royal family arrested. 
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Thf Finer rh I'HMfhde-Ville ix ne.ii reached with Ihe Hotel-de-\'ilks an 
ISth cmtuvy Imilrlint;. "ii the right (j'>heito. eitxiee). , 

('rn.is tin " Plnre," l-ii/jiinj to the left, riei Die Rue Clniiizi/, ivliieji i.s tjie main 
xtrnt. On tlie right, at Xei. :{;',, /.s tlie Hotel-de-Metz, an old inn on the road 
from 3Iitz to Paris, foniiciiy well known, the orijfinal kitehen of which has 
preserved its ani]ile dimensiims and innumerable copper utensils. 

The Hue (Ikiii'-ii (nils em tin litiiilc of the Aisne at the Place d'Aiisterlit:. 
At Ihe sharp turning on the left, before crossing this ■■ place," lab- the Rue eh In 
Cote-du-Chi'ileav, then the Rue des Onnes, which leads l<i the ehureh.* 

The church, surrounded l.iy a graveyard, stands on a rock in the centre 
of the old to«n. of which nothing; is left but fragments of the castle and some 
ruined walls to the south and south-«est. The church was built in the 13th 
and 14th centuries. Its exterior is massive ; the main doorway is hidden 
by a modern porch. Beyond the Chapel of the Virgin, on the right of the 
choir, a lo«' sacristy was added at the end of the 17th or beginning of the 
ISth century. Some hue fragments of earlier .sculjiture (five panels depicting 
scenes from the Passion, and three richly decorated canopies) have been 
incrusted in the outside walls. Tombstones have been built into the walls 
on either side of the dooi'way in the left transept, at the entrance to the 
church. 

The interior consists of Rve naves with low vaulting. In the left arm 
of the transept, imder a tricusped pointed aicade, the grouji "The Death 
iif the \'irgin, ' represents the Virgin recumbent, ^\'ith children reading and 
clinging to her hand.s and feet, and eight «ecping women carrying books. 
In the chajiel on the left of the choir there is a 17th century picture — a 
view of St. Jlenehould, with thiec figures, one of which is the Patron-Saint 
of the to\ni ; the other two are supposed to be Louis XIII. and Richelieu. 
Behind this chapel, which was formerly used for the ceremonies of the town- 
guilds, is a recess called the Treasury, a small \aulted loth century room 
opening on the choir. The polygonal choir presents a fine ajipearance ANith 
its five slightly pointed wmclow.s, framed by two archivolts, supported on 
little columns with Pvomanesque capitals. All round is an elegant 13th century 
aicade, screened with rather heavy wood\\ork. The last nave on the right 
consists of three separate 14th centrny chapels. The ca]iitals of the aisles 
represent human heads. The chapel of the Viigin contains a curious capital 
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representing an oak laden witii acorns, towards which a peasant is driving 
three pigs. This Chapel was founded in 1552 by the Lord de Saulx, and 
Aras used from the end of the 16th ecntiny onward by the Guild of A'ine- 
dressers, who had the A'aulting jiainted \\'ith frescoes. It is also known as the 
Chapel of our Lady of the Vines. Formerly it contained a number of tomb- 
stones, since removed. There is still to be seen, in one of the chapels off the 
right aisle, a large and very line 15th century tombstone with effigies of Jean 
Toignel and his wife under a handsomely carved Renaissance pediment. 

Take the Eve du Cimeiiere, which passes behind the church, then, the Rue 
Basse-du-Chateau, tchich leads to a path skirting the old walls of the castle. 
From this path there is a fine view over the town, the Valleys of the Aisne 
and the Auve, and the surrounding hills, d'o roinid the cliJJs and return to the 
' stejjs which lead doirn to the line Vhan'y. 

SECOND DAY: Sainte-MenGhould, Vajennes, Montfaucon, GrandprcS, 

Vienne le-Chateaw, La Grucrie Wood, Lc Four-de-Paris, 

La Haute-Chevanchee and La Chalade. 

Distance : loO km. 




JTI>'ERARY FOR THU SECOND DAY 
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rXERMONT-EX-ARGONNE. KT'TNK OX TITE l^.AR-LE-LU'C IvOAIl 

From St. ilenrhoiild lo ('Uriiiniil-nt-Arfioniif (ITi liii.) Iiilr lie sanir road 
as Ihf firsi dai/ (sec pp. ilt-CS). 

Oil readiiiifj tin: Phiri ile la Maiiif al (_'h riiinii I . Iiirii In lln I fl, rmx.i llir 
raihrni/. leave I.C GO r>ii llie liijlil. ami keep .vhaiijlil on. (I.C.I). 2 nin.f slruojlil 
from Clermonl lo Neuvilly ((> liii. 5(ll)|. 

During the trench warfare of 1914 to 1918, this road wa^a often swept by 
the German artillery. At the begiiiniiifi of September, 1914, Xeuvilly was 
taken Iiy the enemy, Ijiit a fortnight later it was iccajitnicd by the French. 




^•EI"VIrI,^■, xn-n fO'ie lielnii'l Ihr CHI He]H. .!( Ihe Ijil.i: : A llf.OSNE KnllKST 
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, SEUVILLY. line's OF ELECTRIC P0^^ EE STATION ON 
RIVER AIRE 

Until the end of the war it was in close proximity to the front Imes, and 
was frequently shelled. 

(Opposite the church nf NeiiriU/j the roail joins N. 40, irhich lake lo the left. 

3 km. 500 further oit, the oiiginal front lines are crossed. Boureuillea 
lies li km. beyond. 

The village of £ouveuilles-on-the-Airc has completely disapjieared. Ag 




CEEMAK PRISONERS TAKEN BY THE 33TH INF. DI7 
NEAR BOUREUILEES 
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I;OUBEUILr.ES. D. CO. OF lllTII ESGINF.KRS IiOAI)-M AKI^'G 



early as Xoveiiilici', 1914. it had been reduced t(.) a mere hea]") of »tones and 
rubljLsh. 

After being rushed by the Fi-encli on January 4. lOlo, it was retaken by the 
Germans, who helil it until the Franco-American offensive of .September 26, 
191S. 

2 km. oUO b(i/<iiirl Boureirdh.-s the loiirisl roni':^ to Varennes, 







EOUREUI/.LES. THE 27tH ENGINEERS HEI'AIBEIi THIS iiltlDGE 

OVER THE AIRE IN AS HOUR AXU A HALE 

(.V. 40 rrnsses the liriil[].\) 




0/1 June 21, 17!11, /,.,«;» A'l'/. r:,i,l l,is ,s»,7i., I„ their Unlht froi,i Pn 
Ifniteil /fere lute at iiUilit to ciHiin're the uri,/. 



Elder the upper linen hi/ the Hue elev lieVnjieiise,^ {or Rue ele l Holel-i'e Ville). 
Die first house on the right is the .Maisoii de Prefontaine (jihejto eiljove). which 
;s still as it was when, on .lune 21. 1791, at 11 o'clock at night, Louis XVI. 
and his suite, in their liiglit fi'oni Paris, Ivnockcd at the door to ask their \\'ay. 

(Ill the olhi r .^irie of llie slreel is the Plaee ilii ('holeiiu. irhere there are some 
( eunan soldiers' gra\'es. 

The line de la Basse-Coiir — a eont iiii'iiliou of the Jtiie de-< j-ietii/ieiises — 
crosses the Place ilu Marche {photo beloie). in lehicli stiinils, on the left, the ruined 
house of Sauce, the grocer, Procureur of the Commune, in which Louis XVL 
passed the night. This house, formeily Xo. 28, had, until the war, remained 
much as it was in 1791. 




SSff'^''i5^- « — , — 



VARENNES. PLACE DU MAECHK AND EVE DE LA BASSE-COUE, 

KEAR THE BRIDGE 

littin^ of hoime where Louia X I '/. teas arrested . 
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VARENXES. BANKS OF THE ATTSE 
X. -Id .T.isxei: thr Iirl.hi,-. 

Diouet. ^^"ho recognised the King at St. Jlenehovilil (p. (id). I'earhcil 
Varennes before him, by a short-cut. The whole towTi, aroused liy tlie tocsin, 
assemljled, and compelled the carriage of the king to stop. 

The arrest of Louis XVI. was made at the Bras d'Or Inn, the site of which 
i\as afterwards occupied b\' thi'ce houses, one of which was Xo. .'Wd [the 
Iiolloin photograph on p. 72 shows the ruins of these houses). 

Tire king and his family stayed at ^^auce"s house until the mmniiig, when 
they were taken back to Paris. 

At the Mairie the a\ithcntic official i-eport of the arrest of Louis X\"I. 
may be seen. 

Keepi aloiir/ Ihe Itiif ilr hi Bass: -( '<iiir, Ihni rro.s-x Ihr Ain- a-hirh diridis llie 
vpp^r from the lower lou:n [cis'tejl nti Ihi Jir-^l daij, pp. 20-07}. 




VARENXEl^. IlRlDCE 0\ KR TFT]': AIRE 
Seen from X. m, coutiiuj Jrr>,n Xe'o-iUjf. At back : Rnl/icd rhin-<:h. 
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'. TROOPS OF IS'J' 
The ruined mlklge V.s 



INF. 
',/i tl, 



DIV. WATERING HORSES 
lupuf ll,r Itillslth: 



Beyond the bridge, take O.C. 38 to Ihr rhjlil fir 1 l.iii. 800, then. O.C. 19 on 
the left, 2 hm, heyond Varennes, after ero-^-^iin/ the Bmtnlhe, Cheppy is reached. 

This village, mth its interesting church, remained ^\ithin the German 
lines from 1914 to 1918. being retaken by the Americans on September 26, 
1918. Frequently bombarded by aeroplanes and artillery, especially during 
the Battle of Verdun, it was completely wiped out. 




CHEPPY. DETACHMENT OF 107tH ENGINEERS (32ND INF. DIV.) 

cleaeijSG koad of baebed-wire entanglements 
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CHKTPi. mtESSIKG STATION 
Thr irmcrarii U'lbncs llic /.■/l/uiu'l roihl , nt fork, In }In,ilf,i in'un. 

To ri-'iit llie ruins, liini In Hit h Jl iil IJn Jirxl Jinuxis nloinj the road, irhirji riina 
past the quarries for 400 i/ards (jihohi Ijihur). 

jRetiiru to O.C. 19. Al Ihi unl of Ihj rilhnjc {filnh, ahun ) l/ir road dirides. 
Leave the road hfinij struiijld aluad, irliicli leads to Ameoiirt, and Jolloiv 0.0. 19 
"// tdie left, ilirennjh Ch^h^mont Wood, and rrnss a ijnat plain dominated by the 
Mont-Taucon Ridge. 

Fire hiindrrd i/anls tji fore rearliint/ Montff-ucon, tale the road on the riejhl 
irliirh, at Montfaveoei. joins t/ie road from Mahniroiirt. 

ilontfaucoii is 8 km. from < 'licjijn . 




CHEPPY, GER3IAN POST OF COMMANDMENT ON IIA L Ell V UnAh 
lUoiis of Ctn'pjnf in llo: bfictcijeonnd. 



Montfaucon 

This verv old market to^\^l, whose origin is said to date back to the end 
of the Gth century, gi-ew up around a monastery founded by St. Balderic, son 
of Sigebert I., King of Austrasia. 

It ^vas below Jlontfaucon that Count Eudes, in Jmie. 888 or 88(1, aided 
by several nobles, including JIarc de Doulcon, is said to have inflicted a 
liioody defeat on the Xormans. The Chronicler, Abbon le Courbe, tells hoH", 
after the defeat of the Xorraans before Paris, Eudes. pursuing them across 
Champagne and the Argomie, caught them up near ilontfaucon. After a 
terrific struggle the Xormans were cut to pieces and 19,1)00 of them were left 
on the battlefield. In 1081, Godefroy de Eouillon, Duke of Basse-Lorraine, 
Ijuilt a castle-fortress there, which, however, he dismantled Ijefore leaving 




MO^iriUCON VILLAGE IN EUIXS, WITH GEEMiS OBSEEVATIOX-POST IS 
FOKEGKOUKD, OX THE EIGHT 



for the Crusade in 1096. Another castle was subsequently erected on the same 
site. In 13-19 the Flagellants, who as a penance marched in procession, 
scourgmg themselves publicly, passed through jMontfaucon under the leader- 
ship of GiUes de Rodennack, Lord of Chassepierre. 

During the Hiuidred Years" War the district ^^as freciuently ravaged by 
bands of robbers, in consequence of which Charles V. authorised the inhabi- 
tants to build a wall romid the toflTi. In 1387 the tomi suffered during the 
war between the burgesses of Verdun and three neighbouring lords. During 
the rehgious wars the to^m was taken and burned (15.52). In 1591, Henri IV. 
razed the castle, of -nhich not a trace remains. 

In 1636, ^lontfaucon A^as once again ravaged by \vai\ the enemy burning 
the whole to^n, one house only being left standing. The Parish Church 
of 8t. Lament caught fire and a number of the inhabitants who had taken 
refuge there perished in the flames. 
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?[(>NTFAl"CON. 
iiiiSKIl\'ATIOX- 
I'nsT nN 
KiiAriSIDE 

ni-:au 
niricrii, 

Orerlunkiiiq 
.Vnulhniirin 
ll'.,i„i. 

'■/'•■ppn II' '. 

Il.'^si- F'uesI 



III 



< 111 Si-pti iiilirr !l. 1 /'.I2. Miiiitfaiicon wa-; ocfiiiiic.l iiy rnissian tMMi|is iiiidi-r 
Kalkreutli. 

Ill mu. after tlic liattli- uf Uk Manir. tlic Civuvii I'riucr hail liis lii-ail- 
i|iiaitei's there for a few days. In fori- i ste.lili-iiiiiu hinisilt at Strna\-. 'I'he 
l-'reiuh 40th Infandy Divisimi. (huiiiu thi n lieat al the lael nf S.|iteiiiljer. 
fniri-il the Bavarians t(. fall liaek en the weieils of .Mniitfanrun, hut the ( :, riiians 

i|lliekly COnsiiliilateil their llei.-itiells ell the ridiie. f 1(111 1 wllieh it was ini])es- iljh- 
lo dislodge the in. 

From the eml (d' 1914 to lllls they eontiiuied to iiiiinove the ilehaiee- 
ui'iks of this natvrally strong position, making it the eeiitie of thiir inter- 
im iliate positions between the Hindenhiiiij line and tln' " Krieinhilihstellung," 
or fteond line of defenee. It also jjro\"iili d thtiu \\itli a splendid olisei\ation- 
I ost. from whieh to survey the \\ hole of the surreuindiie.: Fieneh lines. Another 
ol servation-post had heeii installed in the ehuieh. frniii whieh t'u uii my eould 
■vv A'erdun. and this po.st pdayed a great part during tliehattk. The \-illage. 
freipicntly jioundel hy thi Fruieli liea\"y liatteries. wa.s reduced to ruins. 




>i(LNTr.\ec(.tN. 
la i\s <iF 

.MAIN STKEF.T 
rl,,- llii„-r,ini 

I II,,' ,-i<il,l 
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MONTPAUOON. 

FRANCO- 

AMEHICAN 

OBSER"\'ATiriN- 

POST IS TIIK 

KUINS, NEAR 

THE CHURCH 




It was retaken by the Amciieaus on September 26-27, 1918, after desperate 
fighting mth the German 37th Division, but only when it had been 
surrounded, and iSeptsarges, Nantillois and Ivoir}'- had fallen. 

The site of Montfaueon is an unusual and striking one : unfortunately, 
the town was almost entirel}^ ruined. 

At the junction of the road from MaJancourt, turn to the left, passing shortlij 
afterwards in front of a concrete observation-post {photo, p. 11). Keep along 
the principal street as far as the fork, where take the tiphill street on the right, 
turning immediately again to the right, and coming out at the top of the ridge 
near the ruins of the church. Several observation-posts may be visited, 
including one inside the church {photo beloiv). 



MONTFATTOON. 

BUINS OF 

THE CHCRCH. 

QERSIAN 

OBSEEVATUiN- 

POST ON THE 

LEFT 
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Tlic old Collegiate Chureh Mas surrounded by 17th eentury houses, built 
on the site of the old eloistcv, and inhabited by the canons. Below this part 
of the to\\n several underground tunnels, since walled-up, were made. 

'I'he poveh and the vestiliuU- of the rhun-h dated from the 14th century, 
the other jiarts v, ere rebuilt or restored in 1.5!)7 and 17,S1. 

In the steeple a stone staircase of eighty steps led to the Ixdfry, whence 
\\ooden stairs ascended to a platform in the spire, in ^\•hieh six openings 
uave a faT-reaehing view over the surrounding country. This platform, 
170 feet above the base of the church, had a total altitude of about 1,240 feet. 
In the direction of Verdun the forts of llarre and Duguy could be seen, and, 
still further a^^-ay (about 2.5 miles), the heights which dominate Souilly. To 
the south-west lie the plains of St. Jlenehould, and on the west the plain and 
]>lateaux"of Champagne. Tn the same direction, in clear weather, the Fort of 
J^erru, near liheims, is visilile. The panorama further embraces the following : 
nil tJir iioiili-easl. the whole of the region of Grandpre ; on the north, Carignan 
and ilontmedy : nn tlie eaxt, the heights of the Meuse, seven miles away, shut in 
the horizon, hiding Daravillers and the WolAu'C. From the top of the ridge 
niav Ik- seen : <iii the sniilli, the lOlli battleheld of Verdun ; on the north, the 
terrain of the oltensi\-e of September 2b, 1918. Between the Meuse and the 
Aire, from Brieulles-sur-JIeuse to Cirandpre, the line of villages, woods and 
hills, \\hich. after being fortified, formed the formidable Cierman position 
kno\\-n as the " Kriemhildestclhmg,'' should be noticed. Certain points in 
this lini- were oulv carried in October, and even at the beginning of November, 
I'.lbS. Several of them, like Hill 2!).') to the north-east of ('unci and north- 
west cif Brieulles. were taken, lost and retaken several times by the Americans. 

Hi turn III/ l/ii Rill itf 1' Eijlisi Id /.<'. 4, irhich lake to the rijht ilown the hill, 
flnlfiriii/ iloirn, (it the fork, take !.(_'. 4, on Hie right, to Ciergcs (4 km. 500 from 

JJoiilfaiicon). 

From 1914 to 1918 the fiermans had an aviation camp at Cicrges. The camp 
and station were frequently bombed by the Allied aviators. In September, 
1918, during the first days of the American offensive, tires broke out in the 
\illage, to \\hich the Germans held on stubbornly. On the 28th, they launched 
se\eral counter-attacks, but at the beginning of October were forced to abandon 
the village. On October 4. the cajiture of Gesnes (through which the tourist 
passes on his «-ay to lOxcrmont) hnally cleared Cierges. 

On rearliinf/ the Hue ile I'Ei/lise, turn iiloiii/ the Jir.it mail on the lej'l, irhicfi, 
I /,•«(. :!0f) hiiionil Cierije.i. rniiK into C .(' . 2 liix. 

Turn to the rir/lit ami jolloir (I .( ' . 2 lii.i for I km., then take the. Cheinin 
I'ieinal {loeal mail) on the left Gei'Tiuin dug-outs, 2i}0 i/aril.i aivai/ on the left — 
irhicli hai.l.s to the intere.stini/ riltai/e of Gesnes, lying in a littli- valley. Jlany of 
the houses were destjoyed. 

The rtjail pa.i.'ie.^ in front of the churcJi, then tiirn.i In tlir left, nlirt.^ a German 
cemetUT, thfin (joes .^trairjhl to Exermont (8 Inn. HOO from Cirrge.f). Numbers 
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Elir.ES. I 



CIEI 

KUINED 

CHURCH AND 

HOUSES IN 

RUE DE 

L'EGLISE 




of German dug-out^, sonit-thnes forming vorital)le villages, are met with on 
the way. 

The folklore of the district, like that of many villages in the Argonne 
and the Ardennes, is rich in storie^j of fairies, demons and witches. Xear the 
well called Fontaine-St. Germain, about a kilometre north of the village, is 
a place called '• Ronde-de-Danses," A\'here the grass never grows. Here, the 
fairies of the '' Chateau d'Arietal," near the spring of the same name, used to 
meet and dance all night. 

Exermont was retaki'U liy the Americans od September 2S, IIUS. 



SlIELTr.lt AT 

Bt.KS, NEAi; 
CIEI!.r,i:s, 

Ai"rEii\^ Ai;n- 

\'i I>T ' ■ I 

;men'I' i'K 'jh 
suyni AN 

318TH R.A.r 
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AliMl' 
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i>. //..//-/ tin clniirh turn tn tin h ft ilinl nt tin Jn'-L-, :!l)ri i/anl^ ujt r ihr In.st 
hnii.vs.tnl.; tin 1: ft^hdin! roivl [I .( ' . i). AJhr .■■■nsx,,i,/ tin rir, r ,i,nl nr, r Hill ls:{, 
tin mini riili X. Hi. /).(.«(.v ,,;■,,■ tlnirinr Ain. tin h tin niilirui/ (l.r.). innl iiftrr 
joilllin/ tin- Apri iiniiit rnrnl. fiitirv ChAtel.Ch^h^ry {4 l.lli. :',(>() from E.irrillinit). 

'i'his \-illa;ic, which suffered httle (plnihi. p. Si), was abandoned by tlie 
Cennans \\itliiait much resistance, on October 7. 1'.I18, in the face of the 
ailvanee by the Americans, who had. ho\\{ ver. encountered great difficulty 
in captuiinu- tlii' outskirts. 

(u'l'ard de .Mejcy. one of tile heroes of the sicLie of Sebastopol, Mas buried 
in the cemetery w hich surrounds the church. 

Durini; the Franeo-Amei'ican otf'ensivc of Septimlicr. 1918, the Americans 
found among the papers of the German Toun-Major the following document. 



K\ri;M(iNT 

cki:m,\n 

I'inSc.NKK.u 
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CHATEL-CHEHEEY VILLAGE AND CHHECH 
Betdnd the latter, l.C. i leading to Exeriiwnt. 

which throws hght on the German methods of treating the inhabitants of 
occupied districts : — 

" .j3rd Cieneral Divisional Heads^uartei'S. 

'■ 10th May, 1916. 
" We have aluolutely no reason to he lenient with the French population. 




AD^ A^"CE roST O.V HILL SiU AT MONTREFAGXE ^*OETH-WEST 
or EXEKJIOHT 
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f order a IVcsli cxainination of the taxable capacity of the inhabitants, uinl no 
nii.splaccil feeling of sympathy with the peojile of the district must be allowed 
to alTeet that en((iiiiy. It would be well to eousider wlietlier, with this end 
in \"ie\\', we might not occasionalh' inijirisoii some of the inhabitants. 

■■ (Signed) VoLLBKEciiT. ■ 

i'(^^■■^■ ill friiiil (if till rliiircli airl ki rji slrnii/lil mi. < 'ru.^.^ the Boiilasson Sireaiii 
and foUoiv llii- riiiiil jiiimI tlie JddI of tlir prniiiniilDii/ nil irjiicli, the Chateau ot 
Cornay Usui In slinnl. This castle comjjrisi-d se\(ial foi'ts : ('am|i-' 'roehet, 
\'ieux-('liatcau, Grand Bel and Petit Bel, all separated liy deep trenelus 
and connected by underground jiassages. A eivjss called " Croix-de-Bayle " 
now stands on the site of the 'M-lrand Bel.'" There is a ti'adition that this 
cross «'as erected to commemorate " the extinction of heresy,' I'rotestants 
ha\"ing Ijeen numerous in the district. The forti'css is said to ha\'e been 
destro\'ed during the Wai'S of the League 







COKXAY VILLAGE AND CHURCH 
/.('. 4 leailiii'j to Miircfj. 



The pretty little village of Cornay (jiliola iihorc), which i.t soon reached^ 
is 2 /.//'. Jf'oiii ('Initial. 

Burned down by the troops of Charles Quint in 1552, it was rebuilt beside 
the ruins. 

The church dates from the 12th century, but was fix-ijucntly restored. 
The last restoration dates from 1S54, and is in harmony «ith the original 
style of the building. 

Opposite Coriiai/, on the right ttrijik of tin' Aire, is FIdvillc, which possesses 
a fine KJth century chateau. This village was taken by the Americans on 
October 4, 1918, whilst Cornay and Jlaiecj, the next village, were only 
evacuated by the Germans on October 9 and it). 

Leave the Church of Cornay on the left, and ul the fork at the end of the cillaije, 
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take the left-hand roa'l {I.C. t^)) irliich crosses the lallqi (traces of artillery 
emplacements). .4/ Dif first hm/ses of Marcq the road cro.-.'^es that from 
S/. Junn. At thr rros-sinr/ then: is a large German cemetery. 

;\Iaiiy of the hoiist-s at ^[arc-q (2//y;.80O fmm Cnnun/) werr destroyed. 

Pass Ihrou.ih the rUhi'je and k^ep .slrau/ht t>ii to Chevi^res {2 Inf.). com- 
pletely liiyned down \>\ the (.'timaus previnus to their departure Ipholo 
above). 

Two kilometres beyond Che/ i> res the road crosses tht raHn-a// {I.e.) and rnns 
into the Sennc road. Tnrn to the rit/h( and cross the Aire. Grandpr^, a 
pretty little town, many of whose lioiises liave been destroyed, is next reached 
{2 hn. 900 from Chericres). 



CO. or I 
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Grandpre 

(iLauil|irO lies a( the eastern end uf the pass feimeil liy the ^'alley of the 
Aire, w hi(.'h laits clec-ph" into the Argonue. I'he town is \"er\" old. Ti:) the 
south, on tile Xtgreuiont Slountain, there are traeis of a eaiiip whiili is 
supposed to he Konurn. Attila, after his defeat in the ('liiim/ix /.'(ihilniniiijin s, 
also eauifH-d tlure. and long after hini. Diuiiouriez. 'i'he \illage was jiossildy 
fouin.U-d or extendi il U\ a follower eif ('lo\'is. a\ ho huilt a ehateau tht le. lait 
of wdiieh nothing now remains. Grandpre \\as pillaged in 8S4, l>v the Xoniians : 
during the Hundred Years' War, by the English ; and, under the Leagu( . I>y 
the rival troops of the Marshal of St. Paul, JIaycmie. ami Heiiii l\'. The 
latter stayed thire in l.l'.ll. His letter of Octobei- 3. l.")'.)]. in wliieh he ri lates 
the events of tlu pri.-eeding davs. "was dated from (.irandpre. i)ining the 
Fronile the country was again raxagel. and at a later date, pillaged liy the 
Dutehman Growenstein. 

In 1792, Dumouriez had his headquarters at (Ji-andpre, and aftei' the 
battles of Croix-aux-Bois and ilontcheutin. the headquarters of the King of 




.iHANiU'ia.. -J £.mioi;ai;v mnooi: aceoss ihe aire 



Prussia were transferred there. In Getober of the sami- yeai\ duiin^ the 
Pi'ussian retreat, Grandpre was erowxied \\ith enemv sick, struck ilowri bv 
dysentery. 

According to Goethe, the ca.stle \\a:; at that time the aljode of iiestilence 
and death ; the neighbourhood of the \-illage, thickly strewn with corpses 
and gra\'es, was one gigantic eemetei'y. 

During the war of 1914-1918 the German camjis and military works at 
Grandpre were frequently bombed by the Allied airmen. Only at the end 
of September. 1918, did the Franco-American troop.s recapture the village 
after a long and severe struggle. 

On a terrace, in grounds to the north of the \illai:e, stands a chateau in 
the style of Louis XIII., which is but the main entrance of an old and larger 
castle belongdng to the Dukes of Joyeusc. This castle, in which Charles VI. 
lodged when on his way to the Ardennes, was rebuilt by Louis di Joiiiux,, 
assisted by the generosity of Louis XL Joubert, Gom'mandev-iu-l luef of 
f!;c Anny of Italy, was married to Mile, do il nthoion Scnonville in this 
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GRANBPEE. 

RUINS OF 

CHURCH 




castle on the 7th Messidor of the year VFf, (June 20, 1799). The castle was 
destroyed by fire in 1834. 

The road passes slightly to the right of the Church — a large, handsome building 
of yellow stone {hist. man. — photo above), which suffered greatly from the 
bombardmeiits. 

Dating from the 1.3th century, when it formed part of the old Priory of 
8t. Medard, it had frequently been restored and altered. The pulpit and the 
choir-stalls were composed of fragments of magnificent 16th century wood- 
work, brought from the Abbe5f of Belval. The church contains the tomb of 
Claude de Joyeuse, a remarkable monument in black marble. 

One hundred yards beyond, the milage, turn to the left, into I.C. 15, which 
leads to Termes (3 Jan. 500 from G-randpre). 

Many of the houses in Termes were destroyed. Pass in front of the church, 
which has lost the top of its steeple (photo, p. 87). In the interior there is 
an old lioly-water basin shaped like a mortar. 



GRANDPRE 
CHURCH. 
NAVE ANIJ 
SOUTH AISLE, 
SEEN FROM 
THE CHOIR 
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SJIEJ.L JIOLES OX ^Ii)in'-lli.)MMi; HILL 
:ik,ir ,iurll, .:( Ur.in.li;:-. 

O/iposite Teniies, slamlts llic viHaijr of Senuc, wliich dniiiiiiates the junrtioii 
of the Aire and the Aisne. 

Ill 1918 the position of Senuc. strongly foitilied by the Germans, was 
taktii by the French troops after a long struggle. 







TERMES. EUINElJ CHUUCK 
l.<\ Vi at the corner u/(Hi:,i nm.l. 



S.'i 



Kn p a} 111/ I.e. 1.5. irliich leads -ilraighf to Mouron (2 /,)//. TOUi. 

It«a.s bet^\ een Tovnies and Mouron that, on October 2. 1792. the Prussian 
Ainiy, retreating after the Battle of Valmy, recrossed the Aisne on two 
]iontoon-bridges. Goethe, who ^^'as standing bet\\epn the two bridges, 
watched the disappointed and exhausted troops go liy. 

The King of Prussia and the Duke of Bruns\Wek. with their staff. Ijrought 
>])) the rear. " Both." "wTOte Goethe. "' paused for a moment before crossing 
the liridge, as if reluctant to abandon tlie Plains of r'hampagne, where the\- 
had just suffered a humihating defeat." 

Mo\n'on and Vau.K guard the entiance to the Grandpre Pass — the easie.st 
]'ass uf the Argonne, 

In 1792. Dumourie/, concentrated the u'rcater part of liis armv there, 
li-a\ing practically undefended the passes of Les Islettes. (,'roix-au.x-Bois 
and ( "liesne. 




MOURON. I'ESTliOVZD BEIDGE OVER TUK AISNE, AND TKMPOP.ARY BRIDwE 



In 111];-, the Germans clung desperately to these posit ons, from vihich tlie 
Frencli had to drive them by main force. 

The Church of Moiu'ou is modern. Init contains some interesting 17th 
lentury AAOodwork. 

Oil hari'iii'i llie I iUiii/i . lake ihe leff-hanrj rriad, whirl) .^oon rm.'i.se-^ Jiisl iJii 
Ai.^iie ipliolo ahnn). Iliiii tjii- iailirai/ {l.r.). rencliiiiq Vaux-lez-Mouron 
il liii. 2110 ffiiiii Muinriii). 

The rnail emi.^ uhniij tin -willi .liil, uf Van:,- ('hinrli. nml aflfr pa.->.<iiiri llie 
jiiiiiitl. i;ioe.<i strairjiil aheaiL 

Ahiiiit 100 i/arils heyoml Ihe chinxli. hart the ChaUeiuinji wail on ihe rir/hl, 
iiiaJ ronliniie for another SOtJ ijard.s. where Ihe l.C 21 joind up. Turn into the 
latter on Ihe left. 
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Gi:i;3i\>: \ii,i,\oi: nx tuf, ]ai(";r: i.H' ati in" w "."lOD 

1 km. soil Juiiliir mi. njhr n'i..^.-<iii,j lln: I.I'., tlir e:l,L;c of Autry Woixl 
iiiU III niirhiil Oil III. riijld mill hi .v, , „ a \illa,i;c built li\- the i .'cimaiis 
{/jIiiiIu abun ). 

I.e. 2] iioir niii.H lliniin/h llir //■,,.«/, ir/iicli /(V(,s .ilruiiijhi fur' ijinl In/ llip 
i.iniiiiii.^ fniiii V.mi'i I'.US. 

Oil h.nriiiij il III Ihr juiL- ill Ihr i;„iil. Iiini hi On I, (I ; M{) i/iinl.K fiirllirr 
im. Ill aiinlliir f'lrl: liini nqain lo l/ir hfl, rrni'liiii-j Awtry .>>.»)/; aj'h.nrn I'lh^ 
(I) km. 'iW from Vtui.r). 




ArXUY. liESiKOYED bKlDGE ACKUSS lllli A1^SE 
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GEEMAN TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 
r.O iianh In Ihe hff ofG.C. 6o {annlivj from Aiitnj) and 150 ijarih this .sith of Lincu-nUe. 

Autry, like all the surrounding villages, has had a chequered history. 

It was besieged and taken by the English in 1350. At the beginning 
of the 17th century it was practically a deserted ruin. 

XTnder the Fronde it suffered again. The Lord of Autry was one of the 
four knights who bore the canopy of the Sacred Ampulla during the con- 
secration of the kings at Rheinis. 

The road winds romid the rocli fin irhieh slaiids the ruined cliurch. 
8t. Lambert's Chapel in the cemetery contains some interesting frescoes. 

The chateau, which is below the church, dates from 163.3. 










SEr.YON. OEEJIAK SHELTERS 
A}oo<j G.C. 6';1, hi'fou' .^ite of destroyed CliOreh. 
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ST. THOMAS. ROUTE DE SEKA'ON, WITH BARRICAUES A>;0 
TEK>;CHES (Fell. '2, 1910). 

ifoce .-Jd//-// hy tim hruhj'x (irrox.-< Ihr Ai--<iie. 

Beyond Ihe second bridijr mid Ihc xicund lirjtise, there ix a Gcvman Rtruetuie 
under the cliff, on the riyhl. 

On the left is the road to Lan9on, the village ^vhere tiu^ Fix-iich and American 
troops effected their junction durinf^ the offensive of September-(Jctober, 
liliS. 

Keep along I.C. 21 in the direction of Binarville. 1 L-in. 700 beyond Autrij, 
have the road to Condi-les-Antry on the riijlil. .".00 ynrdx this side of Binarville, 
and 200 ijards before the fork ivith O.C. 00 coinuaj fnini, Yarennes, there is a 
Fiench mihtarj' cemetery on the left. 




FRENCH DEFENCE WORKS AND DHESSINl 1-STATlON 
G.f. Ijli, iM-liiven Scrmii iiiul SI. Thiunas. 
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■Jiisl before reaching Binarville, fifli/ i/ards to the left of the road, are two 
large German concrete structures, a post of commandment, and a telephone 
exchange (photo, p. 90). 

The village of Binarville, and the adjacent hamlet of Mai-e-auir-BtEufs, 
were occupied by the Germans from 1914 to 1918, and were only recapturerl 
in September, 1918, by the French 4th Army. 

Binar\-illc was completely destroyed. 

Outside the village, leave on the left the (inipnssalile) road from Vienne-le- 
Chr'iteau, and keep «lraii/hl on along CI.C. 60. 

Two hilometres further on. a few houses in ruins mark the site of JMare- 

aux-Breufs. Keep to the left, leaving on the right the road from Conde-les-Aiitry. 

Five hundred yards beyond Mare-aux-Baiifs, on the left, there is a German 




FRENCH DEFENCE WORKS BETWEEN SERVON AND ST. THO^rAS 



post of commandment in concrete, with rooms, shelter and telephone 
exchange. An Iron Cross is carved on one of the doors. 

Keep along O.C. 66, past nvmerovs defence -u-orl-s and shelters, some in 
concrete. 

This region, an excellent artillery position and a veritable stronghold, 
from which the Germans launched many counter-attacks against the right 
Hank of the French 4th Army, during the offensive of September 26, 1918, 
^vas liberated by the French on September 30, aftei' a heroic struggle. 

Five lilomelres beyond Binarville is Sei-von. 

It was near Servon that, on August 25, 1786, the aeronaut Blanchard, 
on his Avay from Lille to Paris, \\here he hoped to present a bouquet to the 
King, "Was forced to descend after })eing carried out of his course by contrary 
A\-inds. 
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(U\ii|iiiMl liy the Germans since Septcml^cv, 1H14. and strongly foi'tified 
liy tluni. till' village and surronnding country were attacked by the French 
on Sciitendier L'."i. lillTi. during a minor offensive, intended to cnxci' the main 
attack in Clianipagnc. The French, after a short advance, \ierc fm'ced to 
retire on their oiiginal |)iisitions, in conse:|Ucnfc cA conntci'-attacks (lelioui'hing 
from Ser\dii. 

Tin- \illagr was only retaken on Sc|iteinl)cr I'D. lillN. h\- the Krench 

4tli Army, w liirh. on the e\'ciiing (.if tin same day, r(Mclied thew I ! km. 5tJ0 

to the uorth.ea^it of the village, after a Herce strug>;li'. 

To-day Servon is an absolute ruin. The cemetery alone, on the left of 
the road, indirates the site of the village. 

Below the iiiins of the ehureli, N\hieh stood on the top of the hill on w hir^h 







FIENCH MILir^El I WIS \T ST lH('\IiS 
AUfifj^iile the r<i'.d J'/yjiu Serfni. 

thf \-illage was built, sc\-eral (Jerman shelters {plinlo. p. DO) niay still lie seen 
along (;.'.'. (i(i. 

Immediately beyond these shelters liirn into llir nmil on lln h ft. ifliirh 
niihi fhrnnf/li till- i-illar/r ,■ on both sides are other defence-w iii-ks. 

()iil.-<iili III, rilliii/e, Iiriff 111" (iinpri.s.viltir) ]'ieniii -h -Cli.itniii niml ,ni till' lift, 
lltlll kicp .^liuiij/il Oil. 

<i.C 66 runs aJoiir/sii/i l/ir Ai^iiii- as fur n<< St. Thomas, /.',(// pu^-.-ns hi/ 
trenches and barbed-wire entanglements the remains of the nlil ( lermaii 
front lines. 

iSliortli/ afliricarrls, the old French froid lines fire rcachiij. I'n tlir riqlit . nil 
iJip hfl haul- iif tlip Aisiif, is srrn the handet of Melzicourt. wliirh thr i-'i'cnch 
retook on October 2o, 1!H4. 

\\\ thrnm.'h the trench warfare the J'"reneh lijie laii Ihroic^h (lie Mel/iiinnt 
Ford. 

Tiiri kihiiiirtrrs hri/niiil Sirrnii. hi/ Ilir .^iili nf tlir rnml, art larL;e shelters 




FIRST FKENCH LIXE IN AISXE VALLEY, BEFOBE SEBVON 
(St. Tlianas' Sector). 

of stone and cement (p^olo, p. 90). Opjm.sife is a French military cemetery 
{plinio, p. 93). Tivo kihmetres fitrtht^r on, St. Thomas is reached. 

The Uttle village of .St. Thomas formerly posses.sed a rich priory, founded 
in 1096 by Robert, Abbot of 8t. Mery, and Manasses, Archbishop of Rheims. 
The modern church was built on the site of the Priory Chapel, destroyed 
during the Revolution. 

The village has completely disappeai'ed ; of the church only a few broken 
fragments of wall remain. 

On learing St. Thomas, G.C. 66 winds down into the vallei/ of the BIcsinc. 
jM.sses near a military cemetery, crosses the valley, then dirides. Take the 
left-hand road (G,G. 67), lohich soon passes near the farm of La Eenarde, then 
alongside a large military cemetery, finally reaching Vienne-le-Chateau 
(.3 km. lieijrmd St. Thonia.i). 




ST. THOiilAS CIIUBCH AND VILLAGE 
Seen from G.C. (itj going towards Servoti. 




VIEXN'E-LK-CIIATi:Ar. ItUIXS OF CHURCH 

Vi en ne-le -Chateau 

This very picturesque, incbisti'ial and forestal villai^o was a royal provost- 
ship before the Revobition. 

In the Gth century it belonged to the Bishops of Wrdun. 

The castle-fortress on the hill which dominates the town to the west 
^^•as razed in 959 by the Count of (^randpre. 

Later, it was several times rebuilt and demolished. Fragments of the 
lamj.arts may still be seen. 

In the I2th century the district was purchased by the Count of Bar. 

Viennc-le-Chateau ^^•as shelled by the Germans, especially in 1 9 14 and 
1915. The greater part of the village was wiped out, but the church and 
neighbouring Town Hall did not greatly suffer. 




VIENNE-LK-CIIATEAU. NAVE AND TIIANSEPT OE CJIUECU 



m 







viJ':nne-le-chat]';ai 



UOAU T.KAltlXO TO LA PLACAEDELLl'; 



The churcli dates from tlie ISth century, with the exception of the facade, 
\\'hich is lotli century. 

G.C. 67, after liiniin^i In llir ihjlil. ^xf.v.s'ps /)// //,,- Toicn Hull, nnd JoJloiPs 
the valley of tJie Blesmr. 

This almost straight river is often called "" the canal " by the inhabitants. 

The road hereabouts is very picturesque, and one of the finest in the 
Argonne. It runs south of the woods of Gruerie, Bolante and Cha!a.de, 
i.e. through that part of the forest where, in 1914-101:"), the battles ^vhicl- 




VIENNE-LE-CHATEAU. I^•TEEI0H OF EUIXED FACTOBY (1915) 
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Li HARi:il.E. CHURCH LIKLL INSTALLED AS (,AS ALARM SIf.NAL 

have made the Argonno famous weri' f(.night. Of llie many fami)\is ])laces 
in this forest those most accessible to tourists are mentioned and desnilied 
in the order in which they may be visited witliout unduly prolon;iinL' the 
itinerary. 

(Iiir kiloiiiflie frnni Vinrne-le-Oi'ilm ii . lal-f ni lln h fl ii naul iiimh iluriiifi 
iJt' irar, which cro.->.^f:--i tlit^ Bif sine, and Uien foUon: (he r'ujhl ha/i!.. /m-^l niimcinus 
constructions and shelters (photos above and below), to La Harazie. 

In this village, completely ruined, near a f'rcnch military cemetery. 
G.C. 67, coming from tlie left bank of the Biesine. is jninid. 

Take the small path which fiist runs alongside n slrmm, then clindis towards 
Gruerie Wood, for 500 yards, to see the battlcHeld. The wood, which was 
harked to pieces by the shells, contains numerous defence-work;s of all kinds, 
and makes an impressive sight, furllier along the ruid are the (.I'ernurn front 
hues. 




LA ihi;azlj:. all that is left of the village 
AtUu-lc: GltrEIUE WOOD 
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J'ATH ia;OM J. A HAiiAZEi: TO CiEEMAN 
TRENCHES JX I,A UHUEEIE WOOD 



di-uerio Wood in 19l4-l9lS 

Gruerio Wood, ^vhich the poihis 
eallod '■ Tiiei'ie Wood " (Slaughter 
Woofl), was Olio of the most aetive and 
dangerous sectors on the Western front 
from iSeptember, 1914. to the end of 
1915. The conditions of ^\■arfare there 
were particularly trying. Attack 
followed attack almost without a pause, 
generally preceded by mine explosions, 
and often developing into ferocious 
hand-to-hand .struggles. In this wood, 
sectors like the Pavilion ile Bagatelle, 
and the valleys of the Fonlaine-aiix- 
(liai'ines and Fontaine- Madame, were 
the most fiercely contested. 

From Bagatelle a path leads to 
Fontaine-aux-Charmes, following the 
stream of that name (which falls into 
the Biesme at La Harazee), and then 
running beside the stream of Fontaine- 
Madame. These two streams, on the 
,':outh-cast of Bagatelle, enclose a plateau broken by ravines and hills, along 
\\hich the French advancc^d in Seiatember and October, 1914, threatening 
the (iernian lines of communication through the Argonne. The Germans 
I'ejDoatedly tried to force them back south of the Servon-Varennes I'oad, 
aTid to slip m through the valley of Fontaine-aux-Charmes, towards La 
Harazee. In December, 1914, they attacked I'^ontaine-Madame six times 
and Bagatelle three times. In January, 191.5, attacks and counter-attacks 
occurred almost daily. From the 16th to the 26th, fifteen German attacks 
were launched in succession between Fontaine-Madame and St. Hubert, 
lying to the south-east, on the stream of Fontaine-au-Mortier. The French 
jeplicd by immediate counter-attacks, and in the terrible fighting A\hich 
followed each side gained a hundred yards or so of trenches. On the 27th, 
the Germans launched three attacks in the direction of Bagatelle, while two 
days later the whole of the XX\'lIth Wurtemberg Division, previously drugged 
with alcohol and ether, hurled themselves against the same position. The 
French left gave way, but retook part of the lost ground after six counter- 
attacks. The struggle continued on the following days, and, after heavy losses 
on both sides, the Germans were repulsed twice during the night of January 29, 
once on .lanuary .30, once on February 1, three times on the 2nd, twice on the 
4th and 7th. On February 17, 191.5, while a French offensive was developing in 
the district of Hinius-in-( 'hampagne, the French troops in the Argonne attacked 
the enemy, to prevent reinforcements being sent from that part of the front. 
On the right bank of the Fontaine-au.x-Charmes stream they blew up a 
German blockhouse, and subsequently shelled the gun-emplacement with 
a 65 mm. gun at 400 yards range. The most important operation was 
directed against the German positions of the Blanleuil Groupe, lying between 
Sec Savin and the Ravine of Fontaine-Madame, from which it was possible 
to enfilade the Bagate-le salient. Three mine chambers were made imder the 
German hnes. The attacking troops were divided into three weaves : the 
first (one company), after the explosion of the mines, was to seize the position, 
pass it, and push on ; the second (one company) was to consolidate the 
captured position ; the third (a battalion) was to reinforce the attacking 
party and exploit the success. Each assaulting column was preceded by 
a bomb-throA^•er and followed by sappers with sand-bags and entrenching tools. 
At 8 am. the mines were fired, one of them blowing up a German mine. Th o 



minutes 
coUiiniw 



later the three assaultiiiii 
leil l>v their ollieers, 



ilasliril fiirwaid. 'J'he jHwitioU; 
attacl^eil from three sides, -was 
taken ain_l a liuiidred ( e-rinans 
wi'ri' killi'il in the trenehes. F(Mn' 
prisuiiiis anil a maehine-gnn were 
.aptured At S.H(! the Freneh lield 
:i.'li yards of the German treneh. 
anil rraelied the secoml line, whieh 
\\as full of (ininaiis. The lan my 
then iainirh'il licreo eonntia- 
attarks, «hic-h gave them baek 
their sceond line. On the Freneh 
side, the seeond wave had arrived to 
reinforce the hr.st eomjiany in the 
eaptttred )iositi(>n. T«(i maehine- 



■d down tile ad\aneiiiu 
• lit w (.-re in turn ]iut ^)iit 
by the eni'my. \viio 
eir eoiintr-r-attaek^ A\itli 
Tlu- French \\"ere reiie 
two (.'onipanics i.if the 




,l:ul:lUE wool' 



f'ti, 



, siHTi-:[;i!-\N 
25 FT. di;kp 

.s'C'Mr. 



■:i>; rASs.\f,i;, 



guns mow I 
I H-rmaris. I 
i-if ai.'tion 
renewed tl 
grenades, 
forced by 

third vave, the third cunipaiiy 
bciii^ uscil to revictual the com- 
batants with grenades, bombs, and 
sand-bags. The CJermans renewed 
their counter-attacks, but were 
driven back. Between 1.30 and 
.J p.m., after a violent bombard- 
ment with artillery and nititt:n- 
icirfrr, which churneil u]) the 
ground, the enemy counter-attacked the Freirch right hi force with bayonets, 
but were checked. The attack was renewed uith grenades and bombs, 
and this time the (.Jermans advanced through all the trenehes in the \ icinity. 
After a heroic resistance the French had to give way, and at about 4 :!0 |>.ui. 
the jiosition was lost. The enemy then attacked the rest of tlie trench on 
the tfank ; under an incessant hail of Ijombs. the Freneh were hirceil to 
\\ithdraw. retreating step by step— iOO yards in two liours — with a loss of 
40 ])er cent of their forces. Little by littli', theii- amiiiunition exhausted, 
and in face of the imjJO.ssibility of luinging U]i su]iplies, they weie (■bligcd to 
aljandon the jiosition and return to the trench from which they had start-d. 
A company of Chasseurs fought for t\M) hours with ( Jermaii ifHes and ammuni- 
tion, and with une.xploded German bombs. On March 1 another ilesperate 
struggle took place at Blanleuil. At about T.l.j a.m. three enemy mines 
exploded under the. French trenches, and the (.'ermans rushed into the 
craters, overwhelming two companies in the Hist line, the survi\ors of which 
fought hand-to-hand. The Germans, heavily reinforced, made considerable 
progress in Fontaine-Madame ravine, but a counter-attack by a French 
battalion stopped and held them. At nightfall another liattalion counter- 
attacked in a snowstorm, and after four hours of bayonet Hghting recaptured 
the greater part of tlie lost ground. \'ery few prisoners wL-rc taken on either 
side. On JIarch 22, at Bagatelle, after the explosion of three mines, two 
French companies took a CJerman trench and repulsed a strong attack, 
whiL- .jOO yards away the enemy also exploded mines, threw themselves into 
the French trenches, and in a hand-to-hand hght \\ere beaten and driven 
back. From June 30 to Juiy 1.5 the sector was attested by the German 
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GRUEniE WOOD. ST. HUBERT SECTOR 
Taking the soup to troops in first-lire trenches. 



offensive Ijetween Four-dc-Paris and thcr Biiiar\'ille road. On Jnly 28, and 
on Augii.st 4 and 17, three German efforts against Fontaine-an.x-Charmes 
broke down. On .September 9, a fresh and more powerful attack ended in 
a desperate struggle. The Germans, repulsed, renewed tire attacli a second 
time without success. On the following day the sector was heavily bom- 
barded mth big shells. From 1916 this sector became quieter, the fierce 
and prolonged struggle of 1915 giving place to a mutual shelling of the 
trenches \\\t\\ occasional grenade attacks and raids on both sides. 

Another sector, that of St. Hubert, was the scene of frequent struggles 
from October, 1014, to September, 1915. In December, 1916, the Germans 
attacked St. Huljert five times. After alternately advancing and retreating, 
the French succeeded in maintaining their positions. 

Between January 16 and 27, 1915, some fifteen enemy attacks took place in 
this region. At the beginning of July the battle became more violent. On 
August 2, the Gei-mans made use of liquid fire in an attack. Subsequentlj' the 
sector became quieter, like the rest of the Argonne. 

Not far from St. Hubert the French line described a pronounced salient, 
known as Marie-ThercSe, in the enemy positions to the north of Fontaine- 
la-Mitte. This name was given to the position by the poilus, probably on 
account of the proximity of the lodge of a gamekeeper Avho had a daughter 
named Marie-There se. Surrounded on three sides by the German lines, 
the Marie-Therese salient was difficult to hold, and the Germans frequently 
endeavoured to reduce it. On January 19, 1915, they exploded two mines in 
front of the French trenches, but the French immediately occupied the 
craters. On the 22nd, after having pushed sap-heads as close as possible 
to the French lines, the German grenadiers suddenly emerged from them 
at about 10 a.m., each throwing two .large bombs. Then one of their bat- 
talions attacked the three sides of the position, killed the machine-gunner.s, 
and at certain points penetrated into the French second line. At 2 p.m. 
a battalion of French Chasseurs counter-attacked, and partly reoccupied 
the first line, but "was then repulsed by German reinforcements. A third 
comrter-attack in the evening and a fourth on the following morning regained 
some of the lost positions after a terrific struggle. All day and all night the 
fight went on ^^ith bombs, grenades, bayonets, knives, pickaxes — anything 
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GRUERIE WOOD. ST, nUr.F,I!T SECTOT!. MAKTE THKnKSE RAVINE 

the men could lay their hands on — with equal ferot-itv on Ijoth sides. 
A hundred Fronehmen, nearly all ■\vounderl, «ere taken ])risonei-s. At about 
9. .'ill a.m. on February 10, the(.iermans mined some of the French trenches, and 
then attacked in considerable force, but although they occupied pait of them, 
the attack Avas arrested almost immediately by a counter-attack, and in the 
evening the enemy was partially driven back. The fighting here -was ferocious. 
The Germans, mostly dr\mk or druggi'd, murdered some prisoners after dis- 
arming them. About midday on the 12th, the enemy, in columns four 
aluca.st, on a front of .300 to 400 yards, once more hurlel thein^eUes against 
the Marie-Therese salient. However, after being brought to a stand by 
rifle fire, then scattered by an artillery barrage, they ri'treated with very 
heavy losses. Two hours later, two companies of French Chasseurs attacked 
in tlieir turn, but suffered severely fiom the machine-gun fire, only one party 
succeeding in getting into contact \\'ith the enemy in a ti-ench to which they 
clung. Twice on Jlay 12, several times in the beginning of July, on August 2 
(when they used liquid fire), on August 12 and 24, and twice on August 2!), the 
(iermans attacked this so greatly covetetl and so well defended salient. 
Finally, there, as elsewhere, they abandoned all hope of breaking do«'n the 
resistance of the French, and thei'caftei' " Mai'ie-Thercse " was selilom 
mentioned in the communicjues. 

After visHincj (Jruerie Wood, rrdnrn lo and proceed aloiii/ <i.C 67. Tin rand, 
passes beside tAvo large French cemeteries, Ihen a row of dug-outs. The 
forest becomes more and moie denuded of trees, which were smashed by 
the shells. The site of Four-de-Paris is srjoii reached, though not a tiaee of 
the village remains {pkolo, p- 102). Four-de-Paris is 2 Jci/i. from La Harazee. 

Four-de-Paris 

It was against the Four-ile-Paris sectui- that the lirst elTdvts of the 
Germans, after th(vir retreat of September, 1014, were directed. \o sacrifice, 
however costly, was considered too great in recajidire this esscniial position 
on the road to Les Islettcs. 

]n two days (XoAcmber 27 28) se\en enemy attacks were launched to 
the noi'th of Four. Three times on iJocomber .5 their troops, to the sound 
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GENEEAi:. VIEW OF THE " FOUB-DE-PAP.IS " (see pa J <• I'll) 
The rond In the f<u-e'!rotnid feads ffom Fouy-de-Pari>^ to ]'arenne^. 



of fife and drum, returned to the charge, but without success. On tlie 18th, 
after blowing up a trench, they again attacked. On January 5, 1915, by 
way of a diversion, tlie French 2nd battahon of the 4th Foreign (or GJari- 
baldian) Eegimont carried out an operation in this sector, while, further to 
the east, the rest of the regiment delivered the main attack atCourte-Chausse. 
At 10 a.m., the Garibaldians, supi^orted by some bomb-throwers belonging 
to the 9tli Battalion of Chasseurs and French 91st Regiment of the Line, 
and l)y t^\'o sections of the engineers, attacked the enemy trenches on a front 
of 400 3^ards, but, decimated by machine-gun fii-e, they were unable to j'each 
them. On February 16-17 and on Jlarch 9 there were renewed and violent 
struggles. From June 29 to July 15 the battle broke out again in this sector, 
interrupted from time to time bj' terrific bombardments «'ith gas shells. 

In 191G and 1917 this sector, like the rest of the Argonne, quietened down. 
jMining operations continued from time to time, but there were no battles 
properly so called. In the occasional surprise attacks which took place, 
the French generally got the better of the enemy. 

From Four-de-Paris, instead of going to La Ghalade bij the direct road 
through the valley of the Biesme (2 km. .500), the Itinerary folloivs a iiitmher of 
roads (17 km. 500 in all) through the forest, in ord'r to visit certain picturesque 
spots and at the same time to see place,"^ like Boiante, Les Meursssonst 
La Hautc-Chevauch^e, FilCe-Morte, Pierre-Crois^e and Courte-Chausse, 
made fatuous Ijv the Mar. All these places "were the scene of fierce 
confiicts in 1914 and 191.".. 

In Dcccmljcr, 1914, many engagements, in which the French made slight 
]>rogress, took place in this sector. It was to the east of Boiante Wood, in 
the \\ild ravine of La Fontaine-des-Meurissons, that the Garibaldian Regiment 
- raised by the Republicans of Italy to fight in France, and placed at the 
disposal of General Gerard (commanding the 2nd Active Corps) — recei\"ed 
its baptism of fire. On Becember 20, 1914, the 2nd Gariljaldian Battalion 
was detailed to carry a German trench. The attacking front M-as limited, 
about 150 yards, but the position Mas strongly held and protected by a 
deep entanglement of barbed wire. After an artillery preparation lasting 
fiom midnight mitil dawn, the Garibaldian companies rushed forward, one 
liehinil the other, to make a breach at all costs, but \\cre held ujj by the 
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uncut wivr. At one ^loint an oJK-■llin^ was luailr anil a few men got thi'on;jli 
to the eilye of the (ieniian trench, only to lie kiUed thi'i'e. It waii dui'iiig 
this enuauenient, « hich cost the 2n(l Battahon 30 deail, 17 missing, and 
111 \\ounded, that Secoml-Lieutenant Bruno <Taiilialili — a grandson of 
Giuseppe ( .'aiibaldi, '■ the old red bird " whom, in 1870, the Prussia)! Oneral 
\yerder confidently expecteil to "' cat<'h in his nest "' in the \'osg<'S, hut failed 
in the attempt — «as killed. Bruno (.'arihaldi, thcuigii in i'eser\-e, ad\a:i"i-! 
to the assault «ith the 2nd Battalion, his swoi'd drawn, his green tinnc 
inifastened, showing the traditional and symbolic red shirt. \V<nnide 1 in 
the hand, he went back to the trench to have it dre.ised, thini rpturned imme- 
diately to the hght. Struck by a bullet, he continued to urge hie, men forw.ird, 
until another laid him low. Before dying, he emliracc 1 a wo.in le I comrade 
near by, saying, " Kiss my brothers for me." On .January .">, lOlo, further 
to the right, on the Courtc-t'hau.sse plateau, the 1st and Hid (iaribaldian 
Battalions had their revenge. Eight mines, the galleries of which, forty 
to fifty yards in length, ran under the (ierman trenrh, were cliargr 1 with 
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abrnit 0,000 lbs. of e.\])losives during the night. At 7 a.m. the next morning 
the mines were fired, one after the othei-, after which, to the .sound of Ijugles 
and drums, eight (.laribaldian comj)anies took the shattered cm^my front 
line in a single charge, threw a German counter-attack into disorder, took 
and ittook the second line, and penetratefl into the third (lerman bne. This 
they m-vr miable to hold, but they had nevertheless made an imjiortant 
adxancc, taken four machine -guns, two ;Hi')ie«H't7-/e;'. and 200 prisoners of the 
l.'i.'jth, 2(ith, and 27th (ierman Eegiments — most of them Pomeranians. 
My a stiange coincidence it «a,s the Hag of a Pomeianian regiment- tlu^ 
liist— that had been taken in 1S70 at the Battle of Dijon by Itir.iotti 
(iaribaldi, Bruno's father. The tiaribaldians' losses that day were hca\y. 
.\mong the dead was Adjutant-Chief ( 'ostante Garibaldi, Bruno's bi-ollier. Some 
d.HVS later a violent battle took place in the Meurissons ra\ inc. ( >n lanmuy 7, 
after a half-hearted (German attack, which was easily beaten olT. I'cmgh 
ti'cnehcs were dug on thi- jilati-au in \icw of a possible retieat liy men 
belonging to the 4lith F|-c;ieh Pegimenl of tile ijine, w ho worked undi^r heaAy 
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fire. General Gourand, ooinmaiiding the 10th Infantry Divioion, \\ho came 
to examine the position, ivas wounded in the shoulder by a machine-gun 
bullet. On the following day a violent German artillery preparation began 
at dawn. At 7.30 a.m. three regiments of fresh enemy troops (Bavarian 
infantry) advanced to the attack. A trench held by men of the 89th Regiment 
o' the Line was blown up, the French line was broken, and the Bavarians 
took on the Hank the first and second lines held by troops of the 89th and 
4(ith Eeginients of the Line, who put up a fierce resistance. On the plateau 
the lltli Company of the 46th, which held the unfinished supporting trench, 
flopped the lush of the enemy. The Germans, unwilling to risk a frontal 
attack, turned the position on the right flank, and finally took the trench, 
but only after the gallant defenders had fired their last cartridges. The 
Germans penetrated into the ravine, capturing the regimental headquarters, 
and wounding the colonel and his staff. The 11th Company, however, 
still held on. On the crest, the cooks and the sick seized rifles and joined 
in the fight. At about O.liO a.m. a blast of trumpets on the light announced 




iUUU-IiK-l'AIUS FAUSI IN 1915 (SUBSEQUENTLY ItAZKU TO THil 
GBOUSli), ON THE KOAD TO CHALADE 



the arrival of reinforcements. Units of the French 89th Regiment of the 
Line and 2nd Garibaldian Battalion charged through the undergrowth. A 
furious hand-to-hand struggle ensued in the copse-wood, no quarter being 
given. The French succeeded in saving their comrades of the 46th, and 
checked the enemy, who eventually evacuated the ravine. At dawn on 
the nth, units of the 120th Regiment of the Line relieved the Garibaldians, 
who numbered among their dead the Regiment's adopted child, C;!aston 
Huet, a Ficnch boy of twelve, who had fought like a man. It was in vain 
that the Germans renewed their attacks ; until nine o'clock in the evening 
they were repulsed and held. The remnant of the French 46th Regiment, 
of the Line— some three hundred men — under the command of a captain 
clung for three days without supplies to their positions. Their splendid 
j'esistanee and sacrifice were not in vain, as reinforcements arrived in time 
to re-establish the position. 

From March 9 to 19, several Ficnch attacks between Four-de-Paris and 
Bolanto gave slight gains, in spite of enemy counter-attacks 
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FOVH-riE-rARIS FATiM 7N 1018 («v y. 1(11). 

On Aiiiiu.st 7. jiai't of a trt-nrh was taken liy tin- (Uiiiians in a i]ii;lil attack 
at Filk'-^Iorte. During: the \vliok= of that month, at Conrte-Chausse, Les 
]\Ieniis.sons. La Haute-(_'hevanehee and Bokante, eontinnal Kghting took place 
^\ ith artillery, mines. treneh-mortar.s. grenades and bombs. (Jn iSe]>tember27, 
during the French oH't-nsive in Champagne, the Germans attempted a. 
diversion against Bolantc and Fille-Mortc. After a heavy bombardment 
^^■ith explosive and gas shells, a. foree of nearly two rc.gimcnts attacked in 
four successive "waves. At first they made some slight' progress, but were 
soon almost evervv.-here repulsed -with very heavy leisses. From (lidnber. 
llll."i. it was in this part of the Argoixne that the activity was greatest, tliougli 
here, as elsewhere, the Hghting eonsidfrably dimini :hed. In 191li. fici|ucnt 
mining operations gave rise to gienade fighting around the craters at Fille- 
.Morte, Bolante, La Haute-(_'hevauchee and (,'ourtc-Chausse. In liHT. 
mine warfare was practically abandoned, but both sides frequently m.ad" 
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GERMAN CKMLTERV ON THK HOAD FROM FOUR-DE-PARIS TO 
VARKNNE3 {ikiii.frow the /onner). 

rai^ls into the oppoiiing trenches, for the purpose of taking prLcners and 
destroying the works and shelters there. 

On reaching Fonr-de-Paris from La Harazce, take (J.O. 38, on the left, 
towards Varennes. 

The road follows the vatleij of Les Meur'tssons {on the rir/ht is Bolante 
Wood), crosses Hill 2Q5, and passes by the original front lines. 

From here onwards, veritable villages built by the (.iermans niaij he seen 
on the sides of the hill, on the left honk of the Meurissons stream. 

The forest on the cref^t of the hill wai cut to pieces by the shells. 

Almost at the lop of the hill the road runs past a German cemetery containing 
a curious monument (4 km. from Four -de-Paris ; photo above). 




JJKSTRLCTIOX OK XJiE AKOON^^E FOREST 
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I'm L-iIniitiln fiirlliir ud. ,iI the ]\Ie)iri.'<m)).^ riii.s.^-rnadft. La Haute 
Chovauchee, an old KciiiiaR loail. in reached. 

Fiilhni- La Ilaiile CIn raia'Iii'e a reri/ i iilfre.sli la/ mil, hiil in Ixrl repair— 
rlririii<j sluui// aiul can Jiilli/ fnr llie Jii'.sl 2 /,■»/. 

TIa road pa-'ises Ihnna/h Jardinet WoocJ, whir], is lull oC (hi.u-niiti, slid' l■|■,^ 
and >;un-pmplaceinents. 

Hii luiriinj file ir,>,,d tilt- \ic\v is inipivKsivc. Hill 2sri, opposite, is literally 
ploLiLLiu'd up by the shell lii\-, Nihilc not a siu'^k- ti-cc is left (pliido bclaw). 

This is the sector of thi' Kille-.Morte, Pierre-Crois.'e and ('ourte-(.'hausse. 

Thi mad i/oi.-: reniiid llie hill, iiir^siiir/a siu_-eession of shell-craters on the 
crest. 

Shnrlht afierirard.s, »//,,■ iiiliriia/ Chahidi \V,,nil. Iln mvl iatpmns. (Jn 
lioth siiles are French structures of stonework. 







HILL 2.S.0, IX THE ■' FILLE MOETE " SKCTOE 
G'he cur Ugniii.j l,,,rar<l.i Ihf Croix-rJe-Pierrc ernss-r^mdsj. 

One kihmetre hei/uniJ Hill 285 is the Sept-Fo)ilaiiiis emss-roads, where stood a 
French dressing-station. /«(•(■»(/ the road going loirardx the i[ont-de-ViUers. 

Kii i> siraiijht on : 1 km. MIO fnrlher on, al the cross-roads, near thesite of the 
Fr.res/ Knjfir'.s Lodge, Ihire /,v a large military cemetery. Tho Lodge was 
conijiletely destroyed. 

2 km. 200 further (in, <'mi.r-de-l>ierre cro.ss-roads is reached. Fifli/ i/ards this 
.^iili iif Ihr rm.-i.s-road.-.: on the lift, is the shelter «here Tjieuteuant 'de Courson 
luet a glorious death in lillo [photo, p. 108). 

Al Croix-de-Pierre rross-rnad.^-. irhere the Xinrillp road (on the left) and the 
( lermnnt mad (in frnni) start. Iiirii to llo right into the road leading to Chalade 
i railed (Lifinin des Boinai iis). 

I'ass an old camp (Camp Mnnhorui), then I. km. beyond Croi.r-de-Piirre 
hare the ( laon road on the left. 
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Two liilomHres JiiriJier on there is a sharj) (lesre)it leading to G.C. 22, v^hich 
take on the right for 1 ha. to Chalade. 

The village of Chalade grew up around a monastery founded in 1 121) by 
Robert and Ricuin, monks of the Abbey of iSt. Vanne at Verdun. 

The Abbey, occupied first by the Benedictines, and afterwards (from 1127) 
by the t'istercians, was placed under the care of the Bishops of Verdmi, 
protected by the Lords of Vienne-le-Chateau. 

The monks drained the marshes of the valley of the Biesme and cultivated 
the slopes. 

The Abbey church, begun in 1275, "was never finished. 

There is a legend that the prior, who had given up all hope of hnishing the 
church, received a visit from the Devil, who offered to finish the building for 
him, on condition that he should have the soul of the first Christian who 
crossed the threshold of the completed church. 

Ihe lu'ior having refused this offer, the Devil scattered in all directions 




SHKLTEK, NAMED AFTEB FHENCH OFFICEIi. WHO FELL THKBE 
IN 1915 



the houses which had until then been grouped around the monastery, and 
reduced to dust the blocks of " gaize " in the quarries. 

Since that time the houses have remained scattered, and there are no 
more blocks of " gaize " to be found in the neighbourhood. 

This legend is doubtless a naive explanation of natural phenomena, 
" gaize " being a silieious clay peculiar to the district. 

The Abbot's house in the enclosure is in ruins. South of the church, 
monastic buildings, probably erected in the 17th century, are still standing, 
though in a dilapidated condition. 

The Abbey church became the church of the parish. The windows and 
rose-window were restored in the 19th century. The nave has lost two of 
its bays, and the steeple has been pulled down. 

The Gothic nave is large and high, the springing of the vaults resting on 
sculptured capitals. Fragments of old stained-glass, still to be found in 
some of the windows before the war, were destroyed by the bombardments. 

At the end of the nave there is a fine rose-window, the muUions of which 
are said to have been taken from the old Abbey of St. Vanne at Verdun. 
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CHALADE. JUHTAUY UEA\ES AND CHUBCH 

Belurit hi/ G.C. 22, conthuiituj ajoiuj this road In Ciaon {?, km.). 

This little village served as a ca/itoiimeiit (lurhig the war, aui was also 
a revictiialling centre. 

Take the road to the riijlit in the i-Uhnje, ntiirning to Saiide-ilenehonld, via 
Florent (9 km.). 

Before entering Sainte-Menehonld, the road pa.i.^e.s Ijij a large French military 
cemeterj- containing 9,000 graves. 




b.ilNTlO-.lIKNEHOULD. UKKAr FKENCU MILITAUV e l■:^n:■J■EUY, 
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THE AMERICANS 
IN THE GREAT WAR 

VOL. 1. 



THE SECOND BATTLE OF THE MARNE 
{Chateau- Thierry — Soissons Fismes) 




The above phutourajih was taken frunt Vol. I, of " The Amerieaiis iu Ib-e Gieat W ar 
■■ The Second Battle nf the \Iarue," page V2i. 
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THE BATTLES OF ST. MIHIEL 
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TUK DESTROYED IIUIDGK AT ST. MIIIIKL 

Tit the bricbn-oi'ii'J : Tt'iiiiturary fuut-liriil^'e built Iiy Uk' .\llies ii 



Sept.. I'.ilS. 



The .^linve l)li<jt"giapli "-IS taken front Vnl. II. of " The Americans in the iJreat N\ ar ' 
"Tlie Battles of St Mihiel," page lu. 
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BEAUTIFUL FRANCE 

Paris and its environs 

PARIS home of grandeur, elegance, and wit -plays a 
part in France probably unequalled in any other country, and 
may be considered, in many respects, as the chief city of 
Europe, and one of the greatest in the world. Above all, it 
possesses eminently national qualities which ten centuries of 
refinement and taste have handed down to contemporary 
France. 

It is impossible, in a few lines, to paint the exceptional 
charms of Paris which the whole world admires. 

Its vistas of the Champs Elysees seen from the Tuileries 
and the Arc de Triomphe ; of Notre-Dame and the point of 
the City Island seen from La Concorde Bridge ; of the River 
Sfeine, the Institute, the Louvre, seen from the Pont-Neuf 
embankment ; Notre-Dame and its quays, seen from the end 
of St. Louis Island ; the panorama of the city seen from the 
top of Montmartre Hill ; the Avenue du Bois de Boulogne 
and the Bois de Boulogne itself, etc., etc.- all are of 
incomparable beauty. 

The city's historical monuments are of mestimable value, 
and the most famous^ art treasures are to be found in its 
Museums. ' , 

The surroundings of Paris join the charm of their landscapes 
to the world-wide fame of their parks and castles : Versailles, 
whose palace and park recall the splendour pf the Louis XIV. 
period, and where the " Trianons " have preserved graceful 
traces of the Court of Marie Antoinette ; St. Germain with 
its castle and forest ; £/. Cloud and its park ; Sevres and its 
world-renowned art porcelain factory ; La Malmaison, home 
of Bonaparte before he became Napoleon 1. ; Ramhouillei, 
Fontainebleau, Charlres with its marvellous cathedral. Main- 
tenon, Dreux, etc. —all these form a girdle round Paris such 
as no other metropolis in the world can boast of. 
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MICHELIN TYRE Co., Ltd., LONDON 

Touring Office :: 81, Fulhatn Road, S.W. 

MICHELIN & Cie, CLERMONT-FERRAND 

- Touring Office' :: 97, Bd. Pereire, PARIS 




Why ask ihe Way, when 
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Michelin will teU you free of charge? 



Drop a line, ring us up, or call at one of oiir 
Touring Offices and you will receive a carefully 
worked out description of the route to follow. 



HOTELS AND MOTOR AGENTS 

AT 

SAINT MENEHOULD, VERDUN. 



SAINT MENEHOULD. 

Hotel Saint Nicholas, Rue Chanzy. 

HStel de Metz, 23, Rue Chanzy. 

E. Depors, 3, Rue Chanzy. 

VERDUN. 

Hostellerie du Coq Hardi, 8, Rue du St. Esprit 

(between the Rue Mazel and the Meuse). 

Hotel du Lion d'Or, Place Saint Paul 

(Opposite the Sub-Prefecture). 

Grand Garage Central Rochette, 22, Rue de la 
Riviere. Inspection pit. Petrol. Telephone No. 50. 



The above information may no longer be exact when it 
meets the reader's eye. Tourists are therefore recommended 
to consult the Michelin Touring Office. 

Before setting out on a motoring tour, whether in the British 
Isles or abroad, call or write to : 

THE MICHELIN 
TOURING OFFICE 

81, Fulham Rd., London, 
S.W. 3, 

who will be pleased to furnish all desired information and a 
carefully worked out itinerary of the route to be followed, 
free of charge. 





